
Israeli police take oiver settlenient 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Police anil turn a controver si al 
Jewish setttement in the Masfinff quarter of Jerusalem's Old City into a 
police sab-station, Israel Radio repotted Monday. Five Jewish families 
representing the Ateret Cohanim settlers’ group moved into two empty 
houses in the Musfim quarter three weeks ago, saying they tad purchased 
the buildings from their original Arab owners. But the Israeli army said 
the safe was not valid, noting that it had confiscated the buildings in 1969 
under emergency regulations often used against Arabs. The settlers 
moved into the booses while Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was in die 
United Skates seeking $10 billion in U.$. loan guarantees, based on his 
reversal of the past cabinet’s drive to move Jewish settlers to occupied 
lands. President George Bosh opposes settlements in the occupied 
territories as obstacles to U.S.-backed peace talks. The two houses win 
now beared as grab-station for poBrepatroUmg the area. 
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Arabtyat reports King doing well 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian delegation which visited His Majesty 
King Hussein at the Mayo CBnie last week returned home Monday saying 
the King was doing well after the successful surgery to remove a tumour 
bom Us urinary tract. Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyai, who beaded the delegation, told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the results of the surgery were excellent and that the King 
wanted to convey his regards and profound gratitude to the people of 
Jordan for their concern over his health. Dr. Arabiyai said doctors at the 
Mayo Clinic explained to the delegation the nature of the King’s ailment 
and emphasised that the surgery was a total cure. The King left the Mayo 
□mic Saturday and is now recuperating. The delegation included several 
members of the Upper and Lower Houses of PartnunenL 


Price; JontaH 109 fib; Saadi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Political parties now legal 

Sharif Zeid hails enactment of legislation 


AMMAN (J-T.) — A Royal De- 
cree was issued Monday, enacting 
a new few legalising political par* 
ties banned since 1957. 

Hi$ Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, acting as regent 
while IBs Majesty King Hussein 
is recovering from surgery in the 

U.S., signed the law endorsed 
last week by Ac Upper and Low- 
er Houses of parliament. 

Parties win be licensed with the 
approval of the Interior Ministry. 
At least .55 groups have 
announced that they want to be 

recognised as political parties. 

"'Jordan has now achieved an 
imported accomplishment on the 
^yofbtrihfipg democracy which 
was founded by His Majesty King 


Hussein and supported by 1 a 
national congress, which en- 
dorsed the National Charter," 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid said in 
a statement Monday. 

“The law will enable Jorda- 
nians to have the chance for free 
responsible dialogue and to par- 
ticipate in the democratic process 
based on respect for law and 
order,” he told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

“Pontica! pluralism provided 
by the law constitutes a strong 
pillar of political action and the 
course of democracy in Jordan,” 
the prime minister said. “Success 
of political pluralism lies in re- 
spect for the Constitution and in 
spirit of the National Charter.” 


New U.N. inspection 
team arrives in Iraq 


CacMued agency despatches 

1 U.N. WEAPONS experts arrived 

Monday for their first inspections 
r - since the U.S.-led allies set up the 

* southern “no-fly” zone. 

Italian team leader Manrizio 
Ziffereio said inspection of sites 
j in Baghdad and other cities link- 
ed to Iraq’s nuclear weapons 
f programme would begin Tues- 

day. 

The inspection and destruction 
of Iraq’s nuclear programme, 
chemical and biological weapons 
; and ballistic missiles were 
ordered by the U.N. Security 
Council last year in Resolution 
j 688 that outlined the terms of the 
Gulf war ceasefire. 

But Iraqi officials have sug- 
gested Baghdad might stop com- 
plying with Resolution 688 in 
response to the air umbrella the 
allies established on Thursday. 

President Saddam Hussein 
issued a blistering statement 
• through the state radio and televi- 
sion Sunday, urging Iraqis to 
prepare to resist the flight ban 
enforced by the United States, 
Britain and' France. 


Amman rally protests 
Western plans over Iraq 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In silent support of 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, an 
estimated 3,000 protesters Mon- 
day marched downtown conde- 
mning the “no-fly” zone set up by 
the U.S.-led allies over southern 
Iraq. 

The demonstrators waved pro- 
Iraqi placards and banners de- 
scribing the flight ban over the 
Shi’ite Muslim south as a Western 
plot to divide the Arab World 
and murder President Saddam. 

“The division of Iraq means 
that there Is now a plan to cBvide 
, the Arab World like in Sykes- 
-• Picot,” rippled one banner in 
reference to the secret agreement 
in 1916 between Britain and 
France to control the Arab 
World. 

“Bush — King of Assassins,” read 
another placard during the march 
down King Hussein Street from 
Abdali bus station to Hashe- 
miyyeh Plaza. 


The one-hour protest, orga- 
nised by local Islamist, national 
and union groups, came on the 
fifth day of sorties by Western 
ally warplanes over the conten- 
tious southern marshlands below 
the 32nd Parallel. 

“We are against the American 
aggression against Iraq. It’s a big 
lie of Bush to say be is enforcing 
the no-fly zone to protect the 
Shfites,” said engineer Munir 
Haddadm. 

The U.S., Britain and France, 
the leading partners in the coaK- 
riroi. imposed the flight ban last 
Thursday in what they describe as 
mi effort to protect Iraqi Shi’ite 
rebels from alleged Iraqi military 
attacks. 

Iraq has denied the attacks, 
accusing the Western move as 
another step to partition the 
country. 

“The attacks against the Shiites 
are a big He for Western journal- 
ists to spread news to divide the 
Arabs and get rid of Saddam,” 
said ship radio operator Sufian 


Sharif Zeid said the law opens 
the door for aO citizens in Jordan 
to conduct free and responsible 
dialogue and take part in a demo- 
cratic process based on respect 
for law and order. 

He expressed hope that politic- 
al parties, “will be truly na ti onal 
parties in their objectives, instru- 
ments, orientation and financing, 
and will place national i n terests act 
the top of their priorities so that 
Jordan can become a model 
democratic state.” 

The prime minister said that 
the next parliamentary elections 
would be based on political plur- 
alism. In this oontext be urged 
political parties to embark on 
arrangements for assuming legal 



Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker 

status as provided by the law. 

According to the law, political 
parties will be able to express 
their view freely and publish their 
own newspapers. 


Islamists consolidate 
gains In Lebanon polls 


The Iraqi leader threatened “to 
reject the bold aggression and 
confront it with allmeans avail- 
able and on an levels.” However, 
he mentioned no specific actions. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
President Saddam on Monday 
chaired a meeting of members of 
the military council of Iraq’s rul- 
ing Arab Baatfa Socialist Party. It 
did not elaborate on the discus- 
sions. 

Travellers from Iraq arriving 
Monday in Amman said the party 
has reopened recruiting and 
training centres in Baghdad and 
other towns and cities. 

They said the centres were set 
up at party offices and schools, 
which are in summer recess, after 
the ban on Iraqi military and 
civilian flights below the 32nti 
Parallel took effect. 

It appeared that Iraq was re- 
mobilising the para-military 
popular army which was assem- 
bled after the Iraqi Invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990, and dis- 
banded after the Gulf war cease- 
fire. 

(Co nf fnrd c m page 5) 


BEIRUT (AP) — Fundamental- 
ist Muslims captured four seats in 
the latest round of Lebanon's 
parliament elections, increasing 
the size of their bloc to 14, 
according to official results 
announced Monday by the In- 
terior Minister. 

The Iranian-hacked Hizbollah 
and Sunni Muslim fundamental- 
ists are fikely to pick up four 
more seats in the fi™»l round of 
balloting next Sunday, analysts 
say. 

This will give them a high 
profile in the new 128-seat parlia- 
ment, which assumes power on 
Oct. IS. 

Their strong showing has been 
made possible in large part, by 
the boycott staged by right-wing 
Christians, mainly Marouite 
Catholics. 

The Christians argue that 
bolding die elections — Leba- 
non's first in 20 years — - while 
Syrian peacekeeping troops re- 
main in the country will produce 
a parliament that is a puppet of 
Syria. The Syrians were sent in 
under a 1976 Arab League man- 
date. 

The Interior Minister also said 


Monday that the top vote getter 
in Sunday’s balloting in Beirut 
was former Primer Minister Salim 
Hoss, a moderate Sonni Muslim, 
with 30,990 ballots. IBs mam 
competitor, the current premier, 
Rashid Solh, received just 11,432 
votes to secure his seat. 

Mr. Hoss’ wide winning margin 
suggests be likely wfll be named 
prime minister and asked to form 
the next cabineL 

The prime minister’s post by 
tradition goes to a Snnni. 

Mr. Hoss, who earned a Ph.D. 
in economics at Iixfiana Universi- 
ty, served as premier several 
times starting in 1976. Most re- 
cently, be served from Jnne 1987' 
until December 1990, when he 
resigned to allow selection of a 
nqw prime minsiter.as mandated 
by the Taif peace 'accord that 
ended the country’s 15-year dvfl 
war. 

The final balloting next Sunday 
will be held in the Shiite- 
dommated south. Twenty-three 
seats will be at stake in the final 
phase. 

The gams in the second phase 

. (Continued on page 5) 



About 2*000 people Monday stage ■ 
tfe Western-imposed “no-fty” zone 
Al ’A Bn) 

Mubeissen carrying a portrait of 
the Iraqi leader. 

“The west thinks Saddam is a 
dictator. Bush is the dictator. He 
killed a lot of Americans in Viet- 
nam, Korea and Gulf war,” he 


rrity hi Amman la protest agtfass 
tn southern Iraq (photo by Yonsef 


Asked if he minded talking to 
an American reporter, he re- 
plied; “We are not fighting with 
the American people. We are 
Arabs, we are all united and we 
have our problems. But Bush 
doesn’t have the right to stick his 
nose in our business.” 

The march, winch began at 
5:00 p.m. blocked traffic and 


clogged streets, picking up more 
supporters as it wound its way 
downtown. 

Jordanian flags hung from bal- 
conies as shopkeepers, mechanics 
and sandwich makers stopped 
work to watch the protesters who 
also carried posters of His Majes- 
ty King Hussein and held their 
hands high in the V-sign of peace. 

At die fountain at Hasbe- 
nriyyeh Plaza, a group of about 20 ' 
Iraqis, identified by their accents, 
waved an Iraqi flag and burst into 
brief chants of “Bush, Bosh hear 
us wefl. We are with Saddam,” 
and “Allah Akbar.” 


ESCWA Peace talks resume with onus 
debates on Israel’s self-rule proposals 

I T II \7pmi p Combbied agency dispatches led in the Israelis. negotiators. But no agreero 

X IV V vll U v Haidar Abdul Shall, the chief was reached on any of the ma 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Econo- 
mic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) Monday 
hegan debate on where to set op a 
permanent headquarters for the 
UJ4. agency, and its executive 
secretary said a decision was ex- 
pected by Thursday, before the 
.end of the council’s current ses- 
son id Adhiiad* 

ESCWA was based id Beirut 
ontB the Lebanese rivi war forced it 
to move to Baghdad, Iraq. The 
Gulf crisis and the subsequent 
war prompted its move to Am- 
man in 1991. 

An immediate relocation to 
Baghdad is not possible in view of 
the continuing international 
embargo on Iraq. The Lebanese 
government, which argnes that 
the civil war is over and calm has 
returned to Beirut, is demanding 
that ESCWA, which employs 340 
people, move bad; to Beirut. 

ESCWA Secretary-General 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber said no de- 
cision was reached during Mon- 
day’s closed-door discussions, bat 
said a final decision would have 
been reached by Thursday. 

Daring Monday’s regular ses- 
sions of the ESCWA conference, 
the 16th annual session of die 
agency, Jordan expressed its 
appreciation for an ESCWA 
proposal to set up a regional 
centre in Jordan for training in 
space science and technology. 

Addressing the session, dele- 
gate Ahmad Hrndawi said the 
government was keenly in- 
terested in hosting the centre and 
would extend all facilities re- 
quired. 

The. project,' he said, has a 
direct impact on economic life in 
tiie Arab World since it could be 
used to cany oat surveys on Arab 
water and mineral resources as 
well as crops and vegetation. 

If can help Arab governments 
in controlling environmental 
pollution and forecasting the 
weather conditions in addition to 
giving information to the con- 
cerned authorities dealing with 
natural disasters and various en- 
vironmental activities, Mr. Hm- 
dawi added. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, sent a 
speed! to the conference Sundry 
referr in g to the socio-economic 
devefopment needed for ESCWA 
member nations. 

Hie session is slated to review 
the commission’s programmes 
and projects planned for the 
period 1992-97 and will set priori- 
ties in a general framework in 
light of major developme n ts in 
the region and the rest of the 
world. 

Addressing the session Mon- 
day, the Syrian delegate deman-' 
ded that ESCWA support Arab 
industries, particularly chemical 
and textile industries, through 
offering consultancy services. 

He also demanded that 
ESCWA conduct a study on the 
social and economic amdftions of 
Syrian citizens living in die occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

The Palestine delegate deman- 
ded that s t at i sti c al studies on 
living conditions of Palestinian 
. people in the occupied territories 
be conducted by ESCWA. He 
aha demanded that the commis- 
sion find a way to stop Israel’s 
(Continued on page 5) 


ISRAELI NEGOTIATORS 
were awaiting a reply from their 
Palestinian c o unterparts Monday 
as Mideast peace talks entered a 
second week at the State Depart- 
ment in Washington. 

Israel last week proposed li- 
mited self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. The plan also would 
involve an election next April or 
May of an “administrative” agen- 
cy through which Palestinians 
would run their day-to-day lives. 

U.S. officials, serving as a co- 
sponsors with Russia, have made 
no open effort to mediate differ- 
ences in the talks. But Edward P. 
Djerejian, the assitant secretary 
of state for the Near East, has 
held separate meetings with 
negotiators. On Monday, he cal- 


led in the Israelis. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator, did not 
reply when he was asked if his 
side was ready to respond to the 
self-rule plan. Asked if the 
Israelis expected an answer, chief 
Israeli negotiator Elyakim Rubin- 
stein, replied: “God willing.” 

Later in the day, Israel was 
resuming negotiations separately 
with Syria and Jordan. Talks with 
Lebanon were to reopen on Tues- 
day. Chief Lebanese negotiator 
Suheil Shammas requested time 
to review his government’s posi- 
tion. He accused Israel last Fri- 
day of causing an impasse by 
declining to negotiate a timetable 
for withdrawing from southern 
Lebanon. 

The current round opened last 
Monday with expressions of 
goodwill from Israeli and Arab 


negotiators. But no agreement 
was reached on any of the major 
issues. 

The talks entered the second 
week with the idea of Israel and 
Syria negotiating an interim set- 
tlenient on the road to a full 
peace treaty gaining ground. , 

Arab and Israeli diplomats said 
the mechanism of an interim 
agreement could build confidence 
while helping the rides surmount 
the vexing question of fell Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, which Syria is deman- 
ding but Israel is not ready to 
concede. 

Both sides moved ahead in 
negotiations last week, their first 
meeting since a new, more flexi- 
ble government nndei; Prime 
Minister Pfitzhak Rabin -came to 

(Coufemed on page 5) 


Non-aligned ministers take Israel starts 
strong line on Middle East release of 


JAKARTA (R) — Non-aligned 
foreign ministers .staked out 
tough positions on fee Gulf and 
fee Arab-Israeli conflict Monday, 
on the eve of a summit designed 
to show that their movement is 
still relevant in the post cold war 
CfB« 

Heads of state and government 
began arriving in Jakarta for the 
10th summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) opening 
Tuesday, which hopes to set off 
on a new course now that East- 
West bloc confrontation is over. 
But many key leaders stayed 
away. 

A bruising dispate-over Yngos- 
j lava’s membership — eventually 
shelved to let Belgrade’s deiega- 
| tion attend the summit — occu- 
pied ministers all over the 
weekend, forcing them to ran 
into a third day to discuss the 
Middle East, South Africa and 
Somalia. 

On the Gulf, Malaysia sharply 
criticised the U.S.-fed air exclu- 
sion zone imposed over southern 


Iraq. It urged the 108-member 
movement strongly to oppose the 
“arrogance” of Washington -and 
its allies (see page 2). 

On the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali 
AJatas said members felt the re- 
placement of Israel’s hard-line 
Likud government by a Labour 
leadership had not led to progress 
at Middle East peace talks which 
resumed last week in Washing- 
ton. 

“There was a consensus that so 
far the talks have not moved 
much beyond procedure and that 
substantively there is really not 
modi give m Israel’s position,” 
he told journalists. 

But Foreign Minister Adir 
Musa of Egypt expressed optim- 
ism about fee talks, calling the 
attitude of the new Israeli admi- 
nistration “much different” from 
its predecessor’s. 

The Non- Aligned Move- 
ment is seeking to assert itself as a 

(C un tin n e d w page 5) 


Afghan truce observers 
take up positions in Kabul 


KABUL (R) — Afghan peace 
mediators said Kabul's shell- 
shattered airport, dosed by rock- 
et fire for a month, was open to 
civilian flights Monday but the 
army commander insisted only 
mflrauy planes were permitted. 

“Kabul airport is ready for 
civilian flights under our observa- 
tion,” engineer Mahmud, deputy 
leader of a neutral peace delega- 
tion, said- in an interview from 
Kabul with the Mujahedeen 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP). 

“We will not allow the Kabul, 
government to make military 
flights from tins airport,” he told 
the Pakistan-based AIP. 

The peace mission brokered 
the ceasefire to end three weeks 
of fighting between troops loyal 
to fee Islamic government mid 
the dissident Hezb-e-Islami that 
began at noon Saturday. 

Militia General Kbodaidan in 
charge of the airport contradicted 
tiie peace delegate. 

“It’s open for military flights, 
it’s always been open,” he said. 
“But no civilian flights until the 


communications tower is fixed.” 

This month’s relentless rocket 
fire fry Hezb fighters has des- 
troyed the control tower and 
blasted craters in the runway. 
The skeletons of four burat-out 
planes titter thetarmac. 

At least one military flight 
from the northern mili tia stron- 
ghold of Mazar-e-Sharif, 350 
kflometres northwest of Kabul, 
landed Monday. Military planes 
have managed to take off and 
■land at the airport throughout 
much of the bombardment 

The Hezb fired 15 rockets at 
three Russian militar y planes that 
flew in last Friday to airlift 170 
diplomats from the besieged 
capital, destroying one and injur- 
ing four commandos. 

A team of neutral observers 
from the all-party provincial 
peace team was now stationed at 
the airport, Mahmud said. 

The truce has held for two-and- 
half days despite a string of differ- 
ences emerging over implementa- 
tion and interpr eta tion. 


detainees 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel Monday be- 
gan to gradually release Palesti- 
nian prisoners in a “goodwill” 
gesture during Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. But the freed men said 
more steps were needed to build 
trust. 

About 600 Palestinians were to 
be released over the next few 
days, and 182 were freed Monday 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip just boms before tiie 
start 'of the second week of nego- 
tiations in- Washington. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
announced the release last week, 
saying those being freed were not 
accused of causing injuries and 
have served at least two-thirds of 
their sentences. 

At a checkpoint separating 
Israel from Gaza, about 200 
Palestinian men, women and chil- 
dren waited in the summer heat 
for buses transporting friends and 
relatives from Retziot prison in 
the desert. 

Some pushed forward into the 
Israeli ride of tiie checkpoint, 
singing “Biladi, Biladi” the 
Palestinian anthem — or chanting 
“We die for Palestine.” Sokfiers 
used jeeps to herd the Palesti- . 
mans back to tiie Gaza side. 

Eighty-ooe inmates eventually 
arrived in the three buses with 
metal grates over the windows. 
They walked through a fenced-in 
corridor as family and friends 
cheered, grabbed their hands, 
kissed their cheeks and pulled 
them up and over the fence. 

Many fought back tears as they 
met family and friends. 

“I am happy for myself bat’ nfrt 
for the hundreds of Palestinians, 
who remain in Israeli prisons,” \ 
said Jamil Othman, who was re- ’ 
leased two months before the end 
of his four-year sentence for 
throwing a firebomb. 

“All prisoners must be released 
without exception. Rabin needs 
do more to Create an atmos- 
phere of trust between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis,” he 
added. 

Army figures show that before 
Monday’s release, 7,400 Palesti- 
nians were held in connection 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordanian vegetables — how safe are they? 


Government faulted for loose use of regulations . 
against farmers’ abuse of pesticides on crops 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent denials by 
the minister of agriculture that 
Jordanian homegrown fruits 
and vegetables were not in- 
fected with tone residue as a 
result of pesticide abuse have 
■failed to end tiie controversy 
over how safe Jordan’s agri- 
cultural products are; for while 
some agriculture officials, well- 
informed experts, farmers and 
pesticide dealers acknowledge 
that the go vernm ent has strict 
regulations on the types of. 
imported pesticides and their 
use, they insist that those reg- 
ulations are not so strictly en- 


forced by the farmers as to 
folly trust their products. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Fayez Khasawneh Saturday 
and Monday denied media re- 
pons that Jordanian fanners 
were abusing pesticides (see 
sep arate story). He also said 
that the government had ban- 
ned pesticides whose residue 
remain in the produce for more 
than 48 hours before harvest. 

While certain parts of tire 
minister’s statements were re- 
fitted outright by some officials 
of his own ministry, farmers 
md pesticides dealers whose 
shops rodn de the toxic mate- 
rial, informed sources told the 
Jordan Times feat fee sincerity 


of what the government says 
regarding pesticide use cannot 
be in doubt since tire Ministry 
of Agriculture does not neces- 
sarily know e veryt hi ng about 
farmers’ practices. 

Dr. Khasawneh made his 
statements after a local news- 
paper reported that much of 
the fruits mid vegetables con- 
tained toxic material that could 
have long-term health and af- 
ter Samfi Arabia tamed back a 

shipment of produce it churned 
was infected with tone mate- 
rial, a gfafan denied by the 
H i ink t ry after analysis (“The 
Sands don’t have fee futilities 
to analyse pest residues,” com- 
mented an official). 


However, all those involved 
with tire issue and interviewed 
by the Jordan Tones — none of 
whom wanted to be identified 
by name — credited fee gov- 
ernment for placing sufficient 
regulations for the use of pesti- 
cides, bat blamed the farmers 
for not following the proper 
instructions of their nab on the 
agricultural products. 

According to a pesticides 
dealer and agricultural en- 
gineer, the government does, 
not import any such products if 
they me not cleared by the 
U.S. Environment Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the 
Geneva-based World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and if 


they are not used by the West- 
ern countries that produce 
them. AH pesticide cans must 
carry instructions and precau- 
tions in Arabic. AD pesticides 
that contain chlorinated hydro- 
carbons — which causes cancer 
— are also banned from the 
market, although some are 
smuggled in, according to deal- 
ers. 

So the pestiddes themselves 
are not fee problem. But de- 
spite the government regula- 
tions, which many fanners say 
are not properly enforced by 
the concerned ministry, the 
problem of pesticide abase in 
Jordan does exist and could 
have hazardous effects On the 
human body, according to 
weD-informed sources. 

“Proper agricultural practice 
is definitely lacking,” a wefl- 

(Co utin ue d ou page 5) 


Contamination prompted ban 
on Jordanian produce, Saudis say 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Saudi Arabia has 
barred imports of Jordanian 
fruit and vegetables because 
recent shipments were con- 
taminated wife sewage and 
pesticides, a Saudi embassy 
source said in Amman Mon- 
day. 

“We want tire- -Jordanian 
gov ernm ent to gua ra n tee feat 
any frmt&and vegetables ship- 
ped to 'Saudi Arabia are 
dean,” die embassy source 
told Reuters. 


were contaminated and said all 
exports were ducked before 


Saudi Arabia, which until 
tire Gulf crisis imported 70 per 
cent of Jordan's annual agri- 


cultural exports of around 
500,000 tonnes, turned back 
several vegetable trucks last 
week after random tests 
showed a high level of pollu- 
tants, the embassy source said. 

Agriculture Minister Fayez 
Khasawneh said there were no 
traces of poflutants in tire ship- 
ments and expressed hope 
Riyadh would soon resume im- 
ports. 

“We have tested samples of 
vegetables taken from tracks 
feat were returned from tire 
Saudi border and samples 
taken from export yards and 
we found that there was no 
trace of sewage-water con- 
tarnmation whatsoever,” Dr. 
Khasawneh told Reuters. 

“We forwarded copies of 
Our confirmatory tests to Samfi 

Arabia and we are hopeful that 


they will reco n side r their posi- 
tion as soon as they recognise 
that their move was really on- 
justified,” he said. 

The i m port ban has caused 
major difficulties for Jordan’s 
debt-ridden farmers who have 
not yet recovered from the 
Gulf crisis when Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states halted all 
agricultural imports for over a 
year to punish Jordanians for 
their pro-Iraqi sympathies. 

Prices of most farm products 
in the local market have col- 
lapsed since last week’s ship- 
ments were halted. 

Rejecting criticism that 
many local fanners were incor- 
rectly using pesticides. Dr. 
Khasawneh sand his ministry 
was running a tight system to 

(Continual on page 5) 
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Rebels claim 200 
Turkish troops killed 


NICOSIA (AP) — Kurdish re- 
bels claimed Monday that they 
wiped out an entire garrison of 
about 200 troops manning a camp 
In eastern Turkey during a 
weekend battle. 

The troops were killed when 
the camp's ammunition dump 
blew up during an intense rebel 
rocket and mortar attack, said a 
rebel communique toed to the 
Associated Press in Nicosia. 

Turkey confirmed the attack 
on the post near the village of 
Alan in Hakkari province. 

But a statement by the regional 
governor’s office in Diyarbakir 
said 43 rebels were killed in the 
10-hour battle that started at 
dawn Sunday. It put Turkish 
military casualties were 10 dead 
and 12 wounded. 

The rebel communique said 
rebel casualties were only four 
dead and six wounded. 

There was no way to indepen- 
dently verify the numbers. 

The clash is believed to be the 
heaviest in the province since the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
launched its anti-government 
offensive in 1984. The PKK has 
recently stepped up attacks. 

The rebel communique said the 
attack was carried out by “150 
Kurdish guerrillas of the second 
division. 1 * 

Turkey charges the rebels 
generally carry out their attacks 
from bases across the border Ira- 
qi Kurdistan. Turkish planes fre- 
quently attack these bases. 

Two such air strikes last week 
followed a recent dash in the 
southeastern city of Sirnak which 
lasted for 48 hours and left 18 
people dead. 

On Sunday, the Turkish gov- 
ernor's office said the guerrillas 
were seen carrying some bodies 
back to hideouts in Iran. 

State-run Iran radio Monday 
denied that its territory was used 
by Kurdish separatist groups to 
launch attacks on Turkey. 

PKK has also increased its 


attacks in big cities. It has 
claimed responsibility for firing 
into a Turkish airlines passenger 
plane in Adana and for setting 
fire to a ferry boat on the Bospor- 
us in Istanbul last week. 

The plane was hit by several 
bullets while taking off for Saudi 
Arabia but continued its trip. 

The increased rebel activity 
prompted an emergency cabinet 
meeting last Thursday in the east- 
ern dty of Diyarbakir, under the 
chairmanship of Turkish Presi- 
dent Turgot Ozai, to study the 
situation. 

An announcement after the 
meeting vowed that Turkey 
would pursue the PKK guerrillas 
“inside or outside the country," 
in order to crush them. 

Emergency rule Governor 
Unal Erkan said on Monday Tur- 
kish forces had found the bodies 
of 43 guerrillas. Up to 60 more 
PKK dead and a number of 
wounded rebels were carried 
across die border into Iran into five 
lorries waiting then, he added. . 

He said the - security forces had 
used “whatever means necessary 
to counter the attack.” 

Iran denied its territory was 
used by Kurds to launch attacks 
on Turkey. Tehran Radio quoted 
a foreign ministry spokesman as 
“strongly refuting reports of any 
attack on Turkey from Iranian 
territory by Kurdish groups.” 

Turkey has in the past accused 
Syria and Iran of giving sanctuary 
to the PKK. Tehran has denied 
any PKK presence on its terri- 
tory. Syria has promised to help 
secure Turkey's borders. 

Turkish media have been re- 
porting new Tur kish troop de- 
ployments on the Iraqi border, 
where the PKK has camps. 

Turkey called in neighbouring 
Iran's charge, d’affaires Monday 
and asked for information on die 
raid and reminded the envoy of 
“the importance we attach to the 
cooperation and help between 
the two neighbour states." 


U.N. boosts 
food aid 
for Somalia 


Iraq’s war on merchants hits Jordanian trade zone 


ROME ( AP) — The United Na- 
tions announced Monday that it is 
boosting its Somali relief effort 
and sending an additional 72,000 
tonnes of food for the hundreds 
of thousands of starving people. 

The new aid is worth about $26 
million and should last three 
months, said Catherine Bertim, 
head of the U.N. World Food 
Programme. 

It wOl supplement 619,000 ton- 
nes of food already promised, 
half of which has been delivered. 

“A total collapse of the state” 
has made it difficult to make sure 
hungry people get the aid, said 
U.N. special envoy to Somalia, 
Mohammad Sahnoim. On Friday 
an aimed gang backed by three 
tanks seized more than 230 ton- 
nes of food in Mogadishu's port, 
wounding two U.N. peacekeep- 
ers. 

In making the announcement, 
Mr. Sahnoun said the first of 
3,500 U.N. troops promised to 
guard the food should begin tak- 
ing up positions m Somalia's, 
capital, Mogadishu, and else- 
where in foe country in the next 
few days. 

“These will help us limit the 
looting," be said. 

Ms. Bertini said roughly half of - 
the U.N. aid so for had been 
looted or stolen from every step 
of the distribution process. The 
most frequently stolen goods are 
those considered valuable on the • 
black market, such as sugar, 
vegetable oil and powdered mflk,* 
foe two officials stressed. 

However, the 80 to 85 per cent 
of donated grams — which are 
not as highly prized on the black 
market — are making it to hungry 
people, Mr. Sahnoun said. 

Up to two million Somalis face 
starvation without emergency 
aid. About 2,000 people a day are 
dying in a country where dan- 
based factions rule. 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 


ZARQA FREE ZONE, Jor- 
dan — Iraq’s war on merchants 
has had a duffing effect on 
trade at this scorching outpost 
in foe Jordanian desert 

Traffic at the Zarqa duty- 
free zone, source of a huge 
portion of supplies of food and 
other humanitarian goods Iraq 
is allowed under U.N. sanc- 
tions, has been almost at a 
standstill’ for foe past month, 
ever since Iraq executed 12 
merchants. 

“My main customers were 
Iraqi wholesalers who don't 
want to do any business with 
their country any more be- 
cause they have been scared to 
death after recent executions 
of their colleagues," one 
Jordanian trader said. 

Around 600 merchants were 
rounded up in a crackdown 
that started on July 25. Offi- 


cials said 42 were shot by firing 
squads after being accused of 
profit e ering. 

Jordanian traders say the 
crackdown, a ban on most food 
imports and the weakening of 
Iraq’s currency, foe dinar, 
have crippled business with 
Baghdad. 


modifies allowed ! to be- im- 
ported under a hew (dan of 
action announced by President 
Saddam Hussein to protect his 
people from what he called a 


“I am sending goods for a 
mari pinm Of a day to 

Iraq compared to an average of 

$100,000 a day last month,” 
said the trader, who like many 
others, gave many of Ms non- 
. essential staff unpaid leave to 
trim running expenses. 

“Most of my clients these 
days are indostrishsts., wbobuy 
small quantities of flour and 
sugar to run factories produc- 
ing bi scui ts and sweets," he 


Iraq earlier this month ban- 
ned the import of 157 items, 
mostly consumer goods, ksav- 
in 0 only a small USt of COm- 


mosdy consumer 
ing only a small 


llamas in the zone, situated 
outride Amman on the main 
road to Baghdad, said only a 
dozen trucks were leaving each 
day compared to a daily aver- 
age of 160 a month ago. 

“Business has never been so 
dead as now,” complained 
another trader pointing to 
mountains of flour anti sugar 
bags stored in his tin-roofed 
warehouse. 

“For the past month, hardly 
anything has moved out of 
here,” the merchant told Reu- 
ters. Until July he was sending 
around 20 trucks of staples to 
Iraq a day. 

Some Jordanian traders say 
the executions have cost them 
minimus of dollars because 
most of the Iraqi merchants 


either were their partners or 
used to pay after selling the 
goods. ./ 

Families of the feceased have 

not been able to settie the bills 

because Baghdad grazed their 
goods, bank accounts and 
property. 

Iraq says the purge, wel- 
comed by the public which 
receives half of its baric food 
needs in government rations 
and straggles for the rest on 
the open market, had led to a 
50 per cent cut in foe food 
- imports from Jordan, its main 


Travellers coming from 
Baghdad say flour, sugar, tea 
ana rice are in scant supply. 

A fixed margin of profit 
allowed for importers and a 
dinar rapidly shding is value 
has also caused a further drop 
in business with Iraq, traders 
say. 

But most expect business to 


rerive soon and do not believe 
foe stalemate will drag 011 
forever. 

“All of this is temporary, 
because we are not dealing 
with luxury hems but with 
basic food commodities which 
Iraq badly needs," said a mer- 
chant Trim deals in four and 
vegetable oil. 

Iraq continues to import sta- 
ples through Aqaba to sustain 

ItS rationing programme but 
Jordanian officials say even 
that has been dwindling 
sharply. 

The total flow of Iraqi im- 
ped firaaf^S50,S)0 tonnes°in 


May to 160,000 tonnes in June 
and the same in July, official 


reports indicate. 

Most officials say the foil 
could either mean Iraq had 
sufficient stocks to last for a 
while or that it was running low 
on foreign cash to pay for new 
goods. 


Malaysia raps ‘arrogant’ U.S. 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


JAKARTA (R) — Malaysia 
Monday strongly criticised the 
U.S.-led air exdurion zone im- 
posed over southern Iraq and 
urged the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment to condemn Washington’s 
“arrogance of power.”. 

An Indonesian Foreign Minis- 


try official said the issue was 
likely to be raised when move- 


To celebrate the success of His Majesty’s surgical operation, 
and bis discharge from hospital in good health 
Al Jeel Al Jadeed Club extends its annual performance 


(THE TRUE LOVE) 



likely to be raised when move- 
ment leaders begin their summit 
on Tuesday. 

Malaysian Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi told a 
preparatory meeting of foreign 
ministers the “no-fly” zone was a 
“flagrant contravention of all 
accepted international norms and 
practices." 

“This action is undertaken 
without dear an specific mandate 
of the U.N. Security Council, 
bringing into question the real 
motives of these powers,” Ik said 
as leaders of foe 108-member 
movement arrived for the six-day 
summit. 

Tbe’Urrited States, France and 
Britain sent planes this month to 
enforce the zone south of foe 
32nd Parallel, saying they want to 
protect Shiite Muslim rebels from 
attack. 

Iraq says the U.S.4ed nlKawry. 
is trying to dismember it. 

Abdullah Ahmad said the “no- 
fly” order, and a recent U.S. 
supreme court decision authoris- 
ing the seizure of suspects over- 
seas for.trialin America;' showed 
the “arrogance of power." 


“These two examples illustrate 
firmly bow vulnerable co untr ie s 
in the movement are. It is meum- 
bent that we clearly pronounce in 
Jakarta our strong opposition to 
the actions that negate our 
sovereignty,” he said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said: “While 
Syria adheres to the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions, at the 
same time it stands firm in sup- 
port of the unity of Iraq and to 
preserve the territorial integrity 
of Iraq. 

"Any action which might 
undermine (that) ... is not accept- 
able to us." 

Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yas- 
sin Ramadan, who arrived in 
Jakarta Monday morning, said 
before leaving Ragfrriad Ids de- 
legation would reveal ‘Srith fac- 


tual pr oofs of the aim of the 
U.S.-led conspiracy and ageres- 


U.S.-ied conspiracy and aggres- 
sion.” 

Some delegates said non- 
aligned members might be rchto- 
tant to argue strongly against the 
“no-fly" zone, unless Iraq 
broached the subject. 

“I don’t see anybody thafs 
going to put his bead (out) so it 
can be chopped,” said ooe Isla- 
mic delegate. 

“People are very sensitive to 
the issue. Tacitly people might 
agree with Iraq, but pobfidy they 
might not.” 

Cuba condemned the “no-fly” 
zone imposed in southern liaq. 


saying it was an unjustified, illeg- 
al use of military force that 
threatened world peace. * 

“This is another aggressive and 
i nterfe rin g act of force,” the 
Cuban foreign ministry said in a 
statement. 

“The government trf Cuba con- 
demns tins new American in- 
tervention which constitutes a 
dear violation of the territorial 
integrity of a state through the 
unjustified use of military force,” 
it added. 

Cuba's communi st government 
had strongly opposed the U.S.- 
led 1991 Gulf war against Iraq 
and subsequent restrictions im- 
posed on the Baghdad govern- 
ment. It also condemned Iraq's 
initial invasion of Kuwait that 
triggered the war. 

The Cuban Foreign Ministry 
said the “no-fly” zone, “far from 
contrib u ting to solving foe serious 

conflicts in the area, is really a 
threat to international peace and 
security, like any other act which 
violates the principles of interna- 
tional law.” 

It described the U.S.-led deci- 
sion, taken during a U.S. pres- 
idential election campaign in 
which President Geoqge Bush 
was lagging behind his rival, as 
“another indication of the atti- 
tude of the U.S. government 
which is trying to impose a one- 
sided 'new order’ on the rest of 


Jews choose Germany, U.S. over Israel 


TEL AVI V (R) — More Jews leaving foe former Soviet Union are 
settling in the United States and Germany than in Israel for lack of 
work, a senior immigration official said on Monday. Simcha Dinitz 
con fi r m ed to Israel Radio that 37,000 former Soviet Jews moved to 
the United States and Germany in the first half of the year 
compared with 30,000 to Israel. “The conditions of absorption, and 
primarily employment, deterred the immigration.” Mr. Dinitz, 
chairman of the quasi-government Jewish Agency, told the Radio. 
Soviet reforms sent immigration to israel soaring from 13,000 in 
1989 to more than 180,000 in 1990 and 140.000 in 1991. But it fell 
off as Israeli unemployment reached 11 per cent. Many d hr 
appointed doctors, engineers and other will- trained immigrants to 
Israel have been forced to take low-paying jobs outside their 
professions. The number of newcomers fell to 3,000 a month in 
early 1992 and rose to about 5,000 in August. “But that is obviously 
less than half the n umb er that could be brought,” Mr. Dinitz said. 
U.S. President George Bush in early August backed Israel's 
request for $10 bQHon in loan guarantees to absorb the newcomers 
on Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s promise to curb Jewish 
settlement of the occupied lands. 


Taiwan court awards Iran $15 million 


TAIPEI (R) — A Taiwan court ordered state-run Chang Hwa i 
Coqunenaal Bank on Monday to pay more than $15 million to the j 
Iranian government, settling a decade-old dispute, foe Central ! 
News Agency (CNA) said. Iran remitted $15 million to the bank in 
1981 but asked for it back two months later, the semi-official 
agency said. State radio said the funds for a purchase of military 
supplies from Taiwan which was subsequently cancelled. The 
money was illegally withdrawn from Chang Hwa, one of Taiwan's 
biggest banks, before it could be returned by three unidentified 
Iranians who then di sap peared, CNA said. The Taipei district 
court ordered Chang HWA to pay Iran's defence ministry the $15 
nriUfan plus five per c6nt annual interest and 70 peT cent of its legal 
costs, it said. 


the worid in. which its own hege- 
. monk wiff prevails...!* 


French official discusses ties with Iran 


Turabi warns Islam will take over 
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KHARTOUM (AP) — Hassan 
Turabi, the power behind. 
Sudan's Islamic military govern- 
ment, bas warned that fun- 
damentalists will take over in 
ufost Muslim countries in foe next 
decade, other peacefully or by 
force. 

Mr. Turabi, 60, attacked Egypt 
and Algeria for their violent sup- 
ression of Islamic movements, 
saying they bad forced , their people 
to become militant. 

“It will take some time both in 
monarchies and military govern- 
ment. It (Islamisarion) can pro- 
ceed through elections, or popu- 
lar movements or revolution," 
Mr. Turabi said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. 

“It is a matter of time actual- 
ly... in 10 years, you will have 
quite a number of countries.” 

The turbaiied Turabi, wearing 
foe traditional long, white 
Sudanese robe, denied charges 
that his country has been training 
Muslim extre mis ts to commit ter- 
rorist acts in other Arab states. 
He especially rejected Egypt’s 
accusations that Sudan was 
financing its Muslim militants. 

He said the charges were 
“obviously a fabrication by some 
governments which are fright- 
ened of the popular movement 
against them. 1 ’ 

Southern Egypt has been 4 
hotbed for Muslim extremist 
activity during the past decade. 
This year, 58 people have died in 
sectarian-related violence mid in 


police attacks on foe nrititants. 
Cairo has accused its southern 


neighbour, Sudan, of sponsoring 
the extremists, with the *w.fcW 
of Iran, and of training them anil 
sending weapons across the 
border. 

Mr. Turabi also criticised 
Algeria’s handling of its 
fi whururiht movement. He ac- 
cused France, Britain and. the 
United States of engineering the 


were poised to win. 


“It is these governments which 
force some Islamic movements to 
become revolutionary, and com- 
pel them to take np arms to 
defend themselves against police 
assault and massacres like in 


Egypt and Algeria,” he said. 
A Western-educated lawvi 


A Western-educated lawyer 
and politician, Mr. Turabi earned 
a masters degree in law at Lon- 


don University and a doctorate in 
public law at foe Soibonne, Paris. 


He has been an Islamic activist 
since the mid- 1960s, with fre- 
quent jail sentences. 

As senior advisor to farmer 
President Jaafar Numezxi, Mr. 
Turabi engineered foe 1983 Isla- 
mic laws imposed nationwide. 
The laws eventually contributed 
to Mr. Numchi’s downfall in 
1985, and Mr. Turabi was again 


Han government in 1989, and it is 
widely believed that he bas since 
been the power behind the 
throne. 

But Mr. Turabi says he is not 
seeking political office anymore, 
and is more interested m the 
international Islamic movement. 

While on a visit three months 
ago to Britain and America to 
foster links between the West and 
Islamic countries, hfr. Turabi was 
attacked with heavy blows on the 
bead by a Sudanese at Ottawa 
airport He suffered amnesia and 
partial paralysis, but Sunday 
seemed well recovered, speaking 
flawless English with some un- 
cfaa ra cteretic. hesitation. 

“I found "they (in foe West) 
know very htfle about Islam and 
Africa” Mr. Turabi said. 

“They thought I was responsi- 
ble for all the Mamie movements 
in foe world. I told them no, 
Isl am has been there for (more 
than) 1,400 years. 

“If someone thought I was 
respoosible. . . and the best way to 


NICOSIA (AP) — A Reach Foreign Ministry official said in 
Tehran that Pans was eager to expand ties with Iran, and promised 
fin a n ci a l credits, the Mamie Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. Serge Boidevaix, secretary general of the French foreign 
nfotistry , smd ‘Tranoc-Iran cooperation has taken shape and is 
bearing font.” He spoke during a meeting with Iran's deputy 
foreign mini ste r , Mahmoud Vaezi, IRNA said. France was “ready 
to alloc ate necessary credits for various Iranian projects,” he said, 
according to IRNA. Mr. Vaezi called for more non-oil Iranian 
exports to France, saying that would “further strengthen the two 
countries' economic ties.” He added that a much publicised gas* 
pipeline from Iran to France was “the most important part” of 
economic ventures between the two countries. Mr. Boidevaix 
arrived in Tehran Sunday. 


Kurd deserts from Turkish army in Cyprus 


NICO SIA (R) — A Kurdish soldier deserted from foe Turkish 
army in northern Cyprus and asked for asylum in the goverumeut- 
controHed south, officials said Monday. TTiey said 19-ycar-dd Ali 
Gungordan, from Denim, ynt fa e a st Turkey, crossed over Satur- 
day with his automatic rifle, ammunition and u ni form and 
surrendered to Cyprus police. He told pol ice he was a supporter of 
the outlawed Kurdistan Labour Party (PKK) which has been 
fighting since 1984 for an independent state for the 10 mflliou 
Kurds in southeast Turkey. Police said Mr. Gungordan expressed 
fear for bis life if he was handed back to {Turkish authorities. He 
repeated the (flea before a Nicosia district court which ordered him 
to be held in custody for eight days. Government spokesman Airis 
Fantis declined to comment on the case. The Cyprus government 
has given asylum to a number of Turkish soldiers who have 
deaexted from the occupied north in die past Some, however, were 
sent back on suspicion that they were spies. 


He made a reappearance after 
Lieutenant-General Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir ov e rt hre w foe dvi- 


responabk;... and the best way to 
s u ppr ess the revival is to suppress 
me personally, he was probably 
responsible for that atou± against 
me.” 

Mr. Turabi said the United 
States seemed to believe that 
Islam a the main threat against its- 
stability. 

“After foe collapse of -the 4 
Soviet Union, foe only other 
thing they think. .. might ulti- 
mately turn up as a chafienee to* 


1 killed in gunfight on Iraq-Kuwait border 


matety turn up as a c 
them is Mam now.” 


KUWAIT (AP) — A Kuwaiti policeman has died of wounds 
suffered in an exchange of gunfire with Iraqis along he disputed 
frontier between the two countries, an official at the Interior 
Ministry said Monday. A second policemen was injured in the dash 
on Sunday, said foe official. The policeman's condition was not 
immefoately known. The official said foe incident began when 
Kuwaiti border patrols discovered a red track with Iraqi licence 
{dales trying to crass the unmarked desert frontier in the 
U.N .-patrolled “demilitarised zone.” The zone, patrolled by the 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission, was set up after allied troops 
last year ended Iraq’s seven-month occupation of Kuwait. 
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Ajlouni says universities have failed i 
to institutionalise scientific research 

President of (HOST) in cooperation with the on medical fields in particular so 


Technology (JUST) Kamel 
Ajloum said -Monday that Jorda- 
nian universities have so far 
‘failed 'to .build up a cadre of 
scientific researchers and to lay 
the 1 infrastructure for research 
' work at educational institutions.” 

In 'an opening address to a 
Jjjthree-day meeting on the jrole of 
■ research in promoting tiimcal ser- 
vices, Dr. Ajknmi said: “Re- 
search work (has so far been) the 

result of individual, efforts which 
axe boqnd to vanish with the exit 
of those individuals from the 
scene, or when posts are reshuf- 
fled.” 

“We cannot blame a certain 
organisation or body for this fai- 
lure without conducin g a com- 


sara ur. 

The conference," which was 
orga ni se d by the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology 


Arab Scientific Research CauntiH 
(FASRQ is attended by dele- 
gates from Jordan, Iraq, Sudan, 
Yemen, Syria and Tunisia. 

The delegates will review 18 
working papers on means of 
promoting medical and dfrncal 
services at hospitals. . . 

Nearly 200 researchers are 
attemfing the meetings, which 
will review topics related to 
medical and dmical sciences as 
wen as biotechnology used in 
clinical diagnosis, according to 
Dr. Khaled Sbrddeh. from the 
HOT. 

Dr. Shreideh, who addressed 
the op ening session on behalf of 
the HCST secretary general, 
underlined the importance of 
basic research work in dealing 


promoting cjinkql and medical 
services." 

Secretary General of the 
FASRC Tana, Nuehm said that 
“the conference, the first of its 
kind to deal with scientific re- 
search in cfinkal and medical 
specialisations in the Arab 
World,” is designed to focus 
attention on nutrition, immunisa- 
tion and medicines as they relate 
to medical sciences and dfrncal 
services in hospitals.” 

The symposium also aims at 
acquainting participants with 
modem technology employed in 

clinical riiagiwm and tT ratmmf ) 

and to help Arab researchers 
exchange views about their wok. 
he mm 

The World Health 




Her Royal Higtaess Princess Basina Monday meets with 
T trfjfeh residents (Petra photo) 

Princess visits T.afileh 


ment in the developing nations, meeting and wfll submit a work- 

oorri rlandl/Mtniit natirme mi* twmikr aa v»v«ak«iuw 


TAFDLEH (Petra) — . Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina Mon- 
day visited Tafilefa govemorate 
and supervised the distribution of 
supplies and gifts of foodstuffs to 
1500 needy families in 22 villages. 

The visit and the d i stributions 
were part of the Queen Alia 
’Social Welfare Fund’s (QAF) 
voluntary and social programmes 
benefiting poor femmes in the 
country. 

The Princess, who is chairper- 
son of OAF’S board of trustees. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent congratulates Libya 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Monday sent cable to Libyan Leader Muammar 
Qadhafi congratulating him on the anniversary of the Sept. 1 
revolution. Prince Hassan wished Mr. Qadhafi good health and 
happiness and the Libyan people further progress and prosperity. 

Swedish delegation due In Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation from the Standing Co mm ittee 
on Foreign Affairs of the Swedish Parliament will arrive in 
A m ma n Tuesday for talks with Jordanian officials on latest 
developments in die Arab-IsraeH peace negotiations and the 
democrafisation process m the Kingdom. The Swedish delegation 
is headed by Mr. Pierre Schori, vice chairman of the Standing 
Committee and former vice foreign minister. The delegation Is 
expected to meet with His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
tile Regent, Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Abdul- 
Latif Arabiyat, Chairman of Foreign Affairs Committees of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament Marwan A1 Qasem and 
Hussni AJ Shayyab, as well as with the Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Information Minist er Mahmo ud A1 Sharif. 

Sharif meets with ASCO director 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister and Acting Foreign 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif Monday met with Deputy Director 
-of the Arab Satellites Communication Organisation (ASCO) 
Saeed A1 Qahtani and Director of ASCO’s Public Relations 
Omar Shoter. The meeting discussed Jordan’s relations with 
ASCO and telephone and television services that would reach the 
Arab World through the second generation of Arab satellites to 
be launched in 1995. The meeting was attended by Director 
General of the Ra<fio and Television Corporation Radhi Alkhus. 
Mr. Sharif received also Director of Information at the United 
Nations headquarters Samir Sambar. Mr. Sharif and Mr. Sambar 
discussed The rqte of the UJf.^in the Middle East and coordina- 
tion between t&e 1 U.N. information adminis tration and the 
Jordanian mass me&a. ngir:. 

Samra to leave for China 

AMMAN (Petra) — Culture Minister Mahmoud A1 Samra will 
leave for China Wednesday on an eight-day visit during winch he 
will bold talks with Chinese officials on Jordaman-dunese 
cultural relations and ways of enhancing them. Dr. Samra is also 
expected to discoss with Chinese officials the national library 
project, which will be established in Jordan through a loan from 
the Chinese government- The minister is accompanied on the visit 
.by Director of the National Library and Documentation Depart- 
ment Usama Miqdadi. 

8 dead, 182 Injured In car accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Eight people died and 182 others were 
injured m 375 car accidents which took place in the last week of. 
August, according to Traffic Department’s weekly statistical r 
bnfletin. The bulletin said 30 per cent of the casualties were under 
age of- 10, 22.6 per cent between 10-20 years old, 24.7 per cent 
between 21-30 years. 11.1 per cent between 31-40, 7.4 per cent 
between 41-50 and 4.2 per cent (rid than 51. 

Relief organisation to open office in 
Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Director of the Jordan National Red 
Crescent Society (JNRCS) Mohammad MItieqAl Hadtd returned 
to Amman from Geneva Monday. While in Geneva, Dr. HadSd 
met with the director general and the secretary general of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent League and discussed with them issues 
pertaining to establishing a regional office for the league in 
Amman to serve national societies in the region. Dr. Hadtd was 
authorised by the league to undertake all the necessary measures 
to establish the league’s regional office in Amman. The league is 
currently carrying out relief operations in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq 
and Yemen. 

-Deputies stress need to open consulate 
in Venezuela 

AMMAN (Petra) — The conditions of the Jordanian community 
in Venezuela were the main issues under discussion Monday in a 
meeting between Deputy Speaker of the Lower House of 
Paifiament Abdul Karim A1 Dughtni and Musa Arar, the 
representative of the Arab Palestinian Chib in Venezuela. Mr. 
Dnghmi stressed at the meeting the need to establish an 
bononrary consulate in Venezuela to serve Jordanian nationals. 
The consulate would be serving 18,000 Jordanian nationals in 
Venezuela ami 15,000 in Colombia. Mr. Arar was also received 
by Chairman of the Houses Foreign Affairs Committee Husni A1 
Shayyab. Dr. Shayyab voiced to Mr. Arar the pride the Jordanian 
paifiament talks in the stands of the Jordanian community in 
Venezuela and the true sense of belonging its members have to 
their country asd nation. Dr. Shayyab also affirmed the import- 
ance of bolding diplomatic representation in Venezuela to serve 
the Jordanian community and their interests. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daSy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


"it Exhib i ti on of printing! by Adnan Al Hdbt at file Royal 
Cultural Cadre. 

•A Art exhibition by Abdul Jabbsr Ahmad at the Royal Cnftnral 
Ceitire. 

fr Exhi b i ti on entitled, “Exploring Science** at Fatfcna Al Zahma 
Compreheasive School for Girts, IriricL 

* ArtexhSritfonhyKamalAl JawharlatlriiMMiuilcbi^yhaB. 

* C o mp r ehen s i v e book exhibition at Erbid Guttural Centre. 


Royal Decree approves appointment, 
transfer of senior government officials 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
decree was issued Monday en- 
dorsing decisions taken by the 
Council of Ministers concerning 
appointments in three important 
government positions. 

The Royal decree approved 
the appointment of Sheikh Noah 
Salman as Chief Mamk Justice, 
succeeding ' Shrikh Mohammad 
Mehflan who has retired. Sheikh 
Noah, who holds up doctorate 
degrees in Islamic law, ns the 
General Mufti of the Jordanian 
Armed forces. 

Dr. Abdullah Ulayyan was 
appointed president of the CSvfl 
Service Comnrissioa. Dr. Btayyaa, 
who studied at the university of 
Jordan and the University of 
Southern California, has been 
working as director general of the 
Institute of Public Adnrinistra- 


Mohammad Saeed Abu Nawwar 
•whoise: resignation was approved 
Monday. 

The Royal Decree also 
approved the appointment of Dr. 
Mohammad Dnneibat as bead of 
a special committee set np by the 
government to supervise adminis- 
trative control and inspection in 
public. admimstratioH Seances. 
Dr. Dnaeibatwas frprofe^of of 
economics at the University of 
Jordan. 

Another Royal Decree was 
issued Monday approving the 
Council of Ministers’ appoint- 
ments and transfers senior gov- 


ernment officials. 

Under the new changes. Dr. 
Mohammad Bani Hani will be 
advisor at the Prime Minister's 
office. Dr. Munther Al Masri will 
become Ministry of Education 
secretary general for educational 
matters. Dr. Khaled Maarawi mil 
be Ministry of Education secret- 
ary general for Ad minis t ra tive 
Affairs, Mr. Salman Tarawneh, 
will become governor at the 
Ministry of Interior, Dr. Eid 
Kharabsfaeh, a professor of eco- 
nomics at the University of Jor- 
dan, will become secretary gener- 
al of the Audit Bureau to succeed 
Mr. Tarawneh, Mr. Marahem 
Mnheisen, a senior official at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment has 
become secretary general of the 
Aqaba Region Authority, MR. 

TVoA Al WWltu-V line MHMlI Of 


Information Ministry secretary 
general' has become ambassador 
at the Foreign Ministry, Mr. 
Nayef Moula, who has served at 
the Foreign Ministry, wifi become 
secretary general of the Ministry' 
of Information, Dr. Fayez Al 
Rabieh, who has worked at die 
Ministry of Higher Education, 
mil become ambassador at the 
j^ntign Ministry, Dir Ahmad Al 
' Hjsbari wboi has been a professor 
(?f mathematics at Mnta Universi- 
ty, wQ] become secretary general 
of the Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion, Mr. Asem Ghosheh, who 
has worked as Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources secretary 


Jordan, Sri Lanka sign 
air transport agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Sri Lanka Monday formally 
signed an agreement on an- trans- 
port, more than one year after 
bunching the Amman-Oriombo- 
A im i mui route. 

The agreement was signed by 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
Director General Ahmad Jweiber 
and Secretary General of the Sri 
I jankan Defence Ministry Gener- 
al Rana Tonga. 

Mr. Jweiber said the agree- 
ment was originally initiated in 
1975 bat was later amended fol- 
lowing talks between the two 
sides in Colombo. 

The amendments, as finally en- 
dorsed in June of 1991 entitle 
, Royal Jordanian (RJ), to operate 
two weekly flights on the Amman- 
Colombo route. 

RJ launched its maiden flight 
to Sri Lanka in July last year 
following the condusioa of the 
amended agreement in June last 


year. The two sides said in a joint 
statement that they would be 
operating joint services along this 
route. 

They said the service wifl open 
new scopes of air travel between 
Sri Lanka and Jordan, the Middle 
East, North Africa, western and 
southern Europe, the U.S. and 

Canaria . 

Previonsly, passengers from 
Jordan and the surrounding coun- 
tries had to travel to Sri Lanka 
using more than one antine ami 
making an ove r n i ght stop in the 
Gulf region. 

At the signing ceremony. Mon- 
day, Mb. Jweiber praised the 
existing relations between the 
two countries and their coopera- 
tion indvfl aviation ami air trans- 
port 

Gen. Tonga, acco mpan ied by 
an official delegation, arrived in 
Amman Sunday to sign the agree- 
ment 


No. 104/92 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East announces a vacancy of 
Assistant Infor ma tion Systems Officer, Grade 12 at 
salary of JD 377.500 fils at the Department of Administra- 
tion — UNRWA Field Office — Amman. 

Applicants should have: 

1. A university degree in Computer Science. 

2. Excellent krawledge of the VS operating system, DOS, 
‘ Wang Word Processing, Word Perfect, Lotus 1-2-3 and 

Paradox 3. 

3. A minimum of 3 ye^rs experience working with mini and 
personal computers with at least 2 years experience in 
software development 

4. Good command of spoken and written English. 
Priority of appointment will be given to qualified registered 
Palestinian refugees and to internal candidates of the 
agency. The agency’s administration reserves the right to 
make no appointment if a suitable candidate cannot be 
found from among the applicants without giving reasons. 
'Interested qualified persons are required to 
accurately complete an UNRWA application form 
obtainable from the various UNRWA offices In the 
areas and to submit It to the administration clerks 
In the areas who will forward all such completed 
applications to the Field Personnel Officer and 
Deputy Field Administration Officer not later 
than Monday 14, September 1992. 


general, has become secretary 
general of the Ministry of Mnm- 
tipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment. 

The Royal Decree also 
approved the appointment of Mr. 
Abdnl Wahab Al Zonbi, who was 
chief engineer at the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources, 
as the ministry’s secretary gener- 
al, Mr. Radi Ibrahim, who was 
Ministry of Supply Secretary 
General as governor at the In- 
terior Ministry, Mr. Abdallah Al 
Ayoun, who worked at tbe Minis- 
try of Information, as governor at 
the Ministry of Interior, Mr. 
Mohammad Shfltadeh Talboani, 
who has worked as cfistrict gov- 
ernor, as governor at the Ministry 
of Interior. 

Dr. Zubeir Kayed will become 
director of tbe fautitute of Public 


Abdullah Ulayyan. 

A Royal Decree issued Sunday 
endorsed the appointment of Dr. 
Hani Al MnUti as secretary gener- 
al of the Higher Counc il fo r 
Science and Technology (HCST), 
in adtfition to his post as presi- 
dent of tbe Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS). 

. Dr. Abdullah Toukan, who 
-had held the post-ofHCSTsecret-- 
ary general for the past few years, 
wfll now serve as adviser to his 
Majesty King Hussein.'. 

The Royal decree said that the 
appointments and transfer s will 
become effective on Sept. 1992. 


Tax 

department 

offers new 
services 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Tbe Income 
Tax Department has created a 
public services office to offer 
facilities and help to the tax- 
payers. 

Department Director General 
Mansour Had dad m said Monday 
that tbe office wfll offer guidance 
and advice to the public. 

According to Mr. Haddadm, 
office staff wfllguide taxpayers to 
the required offices, fill out forms 
for them, reply to taxp a y e rs’ 
queries and provide them with 
their tax numbers, among other 


A special telephone number 
has been installed at the office for 
tbe benefit of taxpayers who can 
make enquiries daring office 
hours. The office staff, he 
will receive tbe complaints and 
then act on them boat railing. 
back with the repfies. 

Tbe telephone number is 
685613. 
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ILO supports regional approach 
to labour problems 


met with local residents and dis- 
cussed problems facing the area 
with them. 

The citizens voiced their appre- 
ciation for Princess Basina’s con- 
tinuous help to their communities 
aid her drive to improve their 
living conditions. 

Tbe Princess was accompanied 
at the tour by several Parliament 
members from the local districts 
as well as tbe Maan governor and 
other officials. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The displacement of 
hundreds of thousands of migrant 

workers resulting from the Gulf 
crisis is an ongoing concern of the 
International Labour Organisa- 
tion (ILO), and the Geneva- 
based U.N. agency is Dying to 
help the affetfed countries, in- 
cluding Jordan, deal with the 
.problem ILO Director-General 
Michael Hansenne said Monday. 

While the HO, a technical 
organisation by (kfimtion, is un- 
able to offer any direct material 
.assistance to Jordan or any. other 
country to help it cope with the 
problem of rising unemployment 
which was compounded by the 
massive return of eoqsatriates, it 
has been extending technical and 
advisory help and will continue to 
do so, Mr. Ha n se n ne said. 

One of the main problems 
faced by Jordan in frying to se- 
cure the rights of its nationals, 
who had to leave Kuwait in the 
wake of tbe Golf crisis, was that 
the emirate had not ratified some 
of the international conventions 
on which the Kingdom based its 
efforts. Labour Minsiter Abdnl 
Karim Kabariti told a jam {ness 
conference with Mr. Hansenne. 

Mr. Kabariti said the ILO was 
highly instrumental in ‘securing 
compensation from the Kuwaiti 
government for Jordanians who 
lost their jobs with the public 
sector in the emirate as a result of 
the Gnlf crisis. 

“We appreciate the persuasive 
effor ts of the ILO and its 
director-general without which I 
doubt whether our endeavours 
would have been fruitful,” he 
said. 

Mr. Hansenne said the DLO 
would follow np on a Jordanian 
proposal to adopt a multilateral 
approach to regional movements 
erf migrant labour force through 
setting np an inter-governmental 
agency, which coold offer a better 


avenue to tackling the problem. 

The proposal was made by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, during a 
meeting with the ILO director- 
general Monday. 

The problem of the displaced 
in the Gulf crisis is not limited to 
Jordan, Mr. Hansenne said, cit- 
ing tbe ILO’s efforts since last 
year to “expose the gravity of the 
situation to the international 
community.” 

Shukri Dajani, assistant 
director-general of the ILO, 
noted that the ILO has held a 
con fe r e nce in Geneva and fol- 
lowed it np with another meeting 
of governments, workers and em- 
ployers in Bangkok, Thailand, to 
discuss the problem faced by 
several Arab as well as Asian 
countries as a result of the dis- 
placement of tens of thousands of 
their nationals who used to work 
in Kuwait. 

The ILO will be sending an 
expert to Jordan soon to extend 
technical help to the government 
in computerising claims for com- 
pensation for victims of the Gulf 
crisis, be said. 

Mr. Kabariti said the author- 
ities had already received around 
80,000 claims, which will be for- 
warded to a special U.N. fund set 
op last year. The coffers of the 
funds are empty, pending Iraq’s 
acceptance of a one-time limited 
oil sale, part of whose proceeds 
would be used to pay war repara- 
tions and compensation. 

Jordan has requested ILO help 
in setting np an accurate and 
comprehensive data bank on 
labour as one of the means to 
adopt a realistic approach to 
addressing its unemployment 
problem, Mr. Kabariti said. 

Concurring with Mr. Kabariti 
that his visit to Jordan was an 
effort to assess the democratisa- 
tion process in the Kingdom, Mr. 
Hansenne said tbe ILO sought to 
ensure that the “social and eco- 
nomic dimensions” of democracy 
are also addressed. 


“Democracy does not simply 
mean political parties and a poli- 
tical system,’' he pointed out. “It 
entails the freedom of association 
and the freedom of collective 
bargaining,” Mr. Hansenne said. 

However, Mr. Hansenne de- 
clined to comment oi his im- 
pressions of labour union move- 
ments in Jordan saying it was 
beyond bis mandate to make any 
such assessments. 

The ILO director-general re- 
ferred to tbe economic restructur- 
ing programme of Jordan in con- 
juction with the International 
Monetary Fond (IMF) and said 
his organisation was trying a> 
alleviate the social and economic 
problems through intervening 
with the IMF. 

Mr. Hansenne was not specific 
on die ILO’s approach to die 
IMF in the context of Jordan but 
said tbe world monetary watchdog 
was slowly turning around to 
appreciating that some of the 
tough austerity programmes it 
demands from financially- 
troubled countries were causing 
social hardships. 

Improving the conditions of 
Palestinian workers in the occu- 
pied territories is one of the 
priorities of the ILO, he said, 
adding that the agency was ex- 
panding its technical services to 
people under occupation. 

The status of Palestinian work- 
ers under Israeli occupation fi- 
gures as a distinct issue in every 
annual ILO conference, he 
noted. 

The ILO has not been asked to 
assume any specific role in tbe 
Arab-Israeli peace process, but it 
stands ready to oner “its good 
offices,” he said. 

During his visit to Jordan, Mr. 
Hansenne also held talks with her 
Royal Highness Princess Basma, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Mr. Kabariti. 

He also met with die President 
of die Central Council of Labour 
Unions in Jordan Fauzi Bassa. 


Kabariti, ALO chief review 
preparations for labour meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prepara- 
tions for a general Arab labour 
conference to be held in Amman 
in the. first :week of_ April . 1993 
were reviewed at a meeting here 
Monday by Labour Minister 
Abdnl Karim AJ Kabariti and 
visiting Director General of the 
Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) Mohammad Baker 
-Rasool. 

A statement said after the 
meeting that the Amman confer- 
ence was approved by the Gener- 
al Arab Lalraur Conference, held 
recently in Tripoli. 

According to the statement, 
the Tripoli meeting also set up a 
higher joint committee grouping 
the ALO and tbe Ministry of 
Labour to prepare for tbe Am- 
man confenmce. 

Labour Ministry officials said 
the committee is scheduled to 
hold meetings in Amman fo 
October 1992 and March 1993 to 
discuss an agenda for the confer- 


that the meeting between Mr. 
Kabariti and the ALO chief re- 
viewed initial steps to be taken in 
preparing for the conference. He 
said that specialists who attended 
^ Monday’s meeting have now 
approved an initial programme 
and set op a sub-committee to 
deal with technical issues. 

The committee prepa rin g fa 
the conference includes repre- 
sentatives of governments, work- 
ers and employee. 

Mr. Rasool expressed hope 
that the coming meeting would 

Abdul Karim Kabariti help Arab states to open a new 

chapter m their relations and 
Ministry of Labour Secretary cooperation in labour-related 
General Saleh Tarawneh said fields. 

Consul in Saudi assumes duties 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s consol m Jeddah Mohammad Ah 
Taher left Amman for Saudi Arabia Sunday to assume his post 
Mr. Taber said prior to his departure that be wfll work hard on 
bolstering Joitianian-Sandi relations and serving the Jordanian 
community in Saadi Arabia. 
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Responsibility is great 

THE PROBLEM oT overuse of pesticides and insecticides in 
Jordan has been drawing much attention and concern ever 
since the Jordan Valley became the prime area for 
afpricalttiral and fruit production in the Kingdom. Many 
articles had been written on the subject with a view to 
ending the irresponsible way pes t i c i d es and insecticides are 
sometimes used in the country’s agricultural production. 
Scientists privy to the finding? on the dire coaseqnences of 
these chemicals on health have repeatedly warned that 
unless Jordan moves quickly to exert greater and better 
control over the use of these carcinogenic agents, the 
country could end up being among the countries that suffer 
from a high percentage of cancer cases. All of these sounds 
of alarm have unfortunately gone nnheedrd and the 
government has yet to start a big campaign to control tins 
huge health hazard. What ex a cerbates this problem is the 
fact that the government has available to it a confidential 
report on tbs extent of the damage io health in Jordan doe to 
the wrong use of pesticides and insecticides. Should the 
government be ignor a nt of the frill im p lica t ions of the use of 
these highly dangerous chemicals, its position could be non 
understandable. But having access to scientific data on the 
health hazards caused by soch chemicals and steeping on it, 
to say die least, .is irresponsible. And when centres for 
testing the degree of toxicity in the agricultural produce that 
Jordanians eat are not properly kept or left understaffed 
then there is an unacceptable state of affairs that warrants 
direct intervention by the faaghest-anthorities. There is also 
an economic side to this issue. Jordan can never hope to 
become an important exporter of fruits and vegetables as 
long as Jordanian products are contaminated with danger- 
ous materials- Last week’s ban on Jordanian produce by 
Sandi Arabia is only one of the visible signs that aD b not 
wefl with our agricultural production. It is high time 
therefore that the gover nm ent stepped in effectively and 
swiftly before the country delved further into the danger 
zone of pesticides. The first order of bosnuss in tins 
situ at ion is to issue specific guidelines and the creation of 
machineries for their strict and honest application. Severe 
penalties must be imposed on all those farmers who violate 
these standards. Secondly, random testing and on-spot 
examination of forms on periodic bass need to be intro- 
duced as a matter of urgency In order to make sure tint 
farmers get the message loud and clear that they-caunot 
endanger lives of consumers and get away with it. Follow-ap 
testing of produce bring offered to Jordanians must also be 
undertaken before they are sold in the market. Last but not 
least a continuous educational campaign must be introduced 
with a view to making the public aware of tbe problem. This 
way tbe people can become active participants in the efforts 
to eradicate the misuse of these chemicals by boycotting 
produce that is suspect. It b bad enough that we have waited 
so long to recognise the existence of the danger. Now b the 
time to act and act right and fast. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily described the U.S.-imposed no-fly zone on 
southern Iraq as one aspect of immorality teararterising the U.S. 
administration and its Britisn and French allies. This act of 
aggnssion, which can only be committed by criminals, is directed 
against all human values and principles, said tee daily. History 
will record that between August 1990 and August 1992 the 
Western powers committed shameful acts against mankind by 
starving a whole nation and committing aggression and crimes 
against civilian population, the paper continued. It is to be 
recorded in history that President Bush, in his drive to retain tee 
White House, thought that tee best arena to meet his opponent 
Bill Clinton is southern Iraq, and the best means to come out 
victorious in November 1992 is through further kOlmgs and more 
atrocities committed against tee people of Iraq, the daily said. 
Equally shameful are tbe attitudes of Britain and France, which 
ate hand in glove with the United States in its conspiracy a gainst 
the Arab people and against the survival of the Iraqi children, the 
paper added. There is no doubt that Iraq trill survive the present 
onslaught and that aggresion will end with ignominious consequ- 
ences to tee aggression, said the paper. No crime committed by 
the United States, even if it involves dropping, atomic bombs like 
those dropped on Japan, can change tbe course of history or win 
Mr. Bush and his allies any glory, continued tbe daily. It said that 
the Iraqis are a great nation arid their country has served as the 
cradle of civilisation since the beginning of history on earth,, 
therefor, there can be no doubt about tee final defeat of the 
aggressors who harbour evil designs for the Arab nation. 

A1 Dnstcur daily discussed tee ongoing sixth round of Arab-Israeli 
negotiations in Washington, noting that the first week of the 
four-week session has come to nought due to Israel’s intransigent 
position. The daily said that the Arab ride had gone to 
Washington full of hope that the Rabin government would take a 
different stand from the hardened policies of Yitzhak Shamir and 
bis Likud government, but tbe Arabs are now disappointed. The 
Arab parties to the negotiations had hoped that the sixth round 
would focus attention on substantive matters related to tire 
Arab- Israeli conflict and the Palestine question, but they were 
astonished to find out that die Israelis are more or less adopting 
similar positions to those of the Likud government, said tee daily. 
The paper said that the Israelis have offered the Palestinian side 
ideas that contradict with those contained in the Ame rican letters 
sent to all the Arab parties hiring them to the negotiations. Hie 
same Israeli intransigent position towards the Palestinians char- 
acterised the Jewish state's views with regard to the other Arab 
parties which have already expressed their dismay noting teat 
Israel is not offering ideas that could serve as a basis to start 
substantive talks, it said. As was noticed by the Palestinians, as 
well as other parties to the Washington parley, said tbe paper, the 
Israelis have not mentioned U.N. Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338, which Israel still refuses to recognise let alone any 
dcjire to implement teem. Tbe second week of negotiations, 
scheduled to start Monday, added, the paper, could expose the 
Israelis even further not only to the Arab parties,.but also to the 
sponsors of tee peace process and tee world at large. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Truth vs. the knitters: Wanna bet who wins? 

v kj • _ . riusrve nugzie of Middle Eastern coherent statehood < 

E “air exd^kx. W- esubtisbed o«r .oathe™ Ir*, by the ™ viable .mtionhood? The prczle has te **£ 


THE “air exclusion zone” established over southern Iraq by the 
Bosh-Major Loios-Ovta--Logic School of Diplomacy is a sad bat 
inevitable continuation of the sort of fantasy we witnessed during 
tbe Gulf crisis and war some two years ago. Isitany surprise that 
two years after tee initial Iraqi invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait, and the speediest Western military response since tee 
days of Billy tbe Kid and tbe OK Corral, the premier Western 
military power (tee U.S.) and its head cheerleader (the U.K.), 
with the apparently uncomfortable but trapped French in tow, 
should once a ga in be performing aerial and diplomatic acrobatics 
over the skies of the Mkkfle East? 

Given modern Western history in this region, it is no surprise at 
all — and given the reaction of average American people, l have 
talked to and beard over tbe last two weeks, both in tbe United 
States and through tee media, this time tee American public is 
unlikely to foil for Mr. Bush's extravaganza of media and moral 
bluster (the British public, alas, is perhaps another matter, and no 
doubt next week we will see television pictures of old ladies in 
Leeds and Leicester knitting sweaters for some of the under- 
nourished fish in the marshes of southern Iraq — tbe birds of tbe 
Gulf having been heroically saved by last year’s monumental 
wave of British post-imperial empathy to Middle Eastern anim- 
als). 

I ridicule the U.S. and U.K. posture in southern Iraq precisely 
because it is ridiculous, as more and more of their own people are 
recognising - The truth becomes more obvious. Bush-Major will 
do anything to remove Saddam Hussein, and remain in power in 
their own countries. The fact remains, today as it was two 
Septembers ago, that the West cannot possibly tolerate or permit 
an Arab-Islamic power to challenge the political order, official 
state frontiers, economic dependency patterns, or Orient-to- 
Octident monetary flows that were established in this region in 
tbe post-World War I period by the Europeans, namely the 
British and French. 

The Iraqi leadership, and President Saddam Hussein in 
particular, remain as pierring thorns in tbe side of a neohnpeiial 
Western psyche that' believes it has triumphed over the entire 
planet Earth. The West thirties the Middle East, especially the 
Arab World, is calm and stable. Most Middle Easterners, 
especially most Arabs, know the Middle East is a loaded powder 
keg of social inequity, economic disparity, and brittle statehood 
that cannot long withstand its internal tensions — but also teat 
cannot be stabilised by an external military force such as -tbe 
Bosh-Major team have resorted to once again this monte. 

This is why I refer to the Bush-Major approach as the 
Loins-over-Logic School of Diplomacy — for these men and aH 
those behind them are reacting according to the animalistic 
impulses of their loins and die emotional impulses of their egos, 
rather than tbe cool facts of logic and the realrty of history. Rather 
than wage the Gulf war and intervene in Iraq again today, it 
would have been much easier — and a lot cheaper — if tbe West 
had not armed, financed, supplied, and strenghtened Iraq in die 
1980s, and if it had spent tbe last several dearies working with 
those forces within the Middle East that sought democracy and 
justice as the operative principles of nationhood. 

Instead, since the 1950s tee West has been busy s up p o rt i ng 
autocratic and militaristic regimes in tbe Middle East, leading to 
the ridiculous situation that has seen it support the Shah of Iran as 
tee guardian of die regional status quo, and then, when the Shah 


. was thrown out by his people, supporting Iraq as tee new 
guardian of the status quo — and when Iraq turned angry and 
predatory, the West tinned to folks such as Sandi Arabia and 
Egypt as die new guardians of the status quo. 

Why is it diat at no point in the last four decades did the West 
seriously consider asking what the people of tee Arab and Islamic 
World wanted, as opposed to their narrow, militaiy-based 
regimes? And what will the West do when Saute Arabia, Egypt, 
and other pivotal actors in tbe increasingly desperate new game of 
keep-the4id-oii-the-Middlc-East face internal changes brought on 
by their own people’s massive sense of shame and denial? Such 
ch an g es wifi occur as surely as the sun will rise tomorrow — for 
isn't teat the lesson of the recant turmoil in Lebanon, Somalia, 
Algeria, Djibouti, Yemen, Tunisia, Egypt, tbe Western Sahara, 
Palestine, and other Arab lands that struggle to remain intact m 
the face of powerful, ethnically centrifugal forces for sheer 
survival? • * 

Though we share the Wert’s criticism of the political morality of 

the Iraqi regime, and we do not wish to live in an autocratic and 
rigid system such as Iraq’s, most of us in tbe Arab World fiercely 
reject the transparent and facile Western notion that American, 
British and French politidans can suddenly decide that they must 
use military force to protect this or that Arab minority or ethnic 
g mi i p c from the threats of this or that Arab government. 

Western military intervention and ethnic manipulation in the 
Middle East have been key sources of our modern political 
dilemma , rather than solutions to our problems. The selective, 
whimiscal, arbitrary, and fleeting nature of the West’s “concern” 
for the wen-being of — in *Ms case — the Shntes of southern Iraq 
strikes most Arabs as an extraordinary char ad ema n da t ed grimari- 
ly by tbe Loins-over-Logic crowd’s frustration that Saddam 
Hussein is still in power — and frustration that the fantasy 
scenario of the Gulf war is being revealed, after all, as a fantasy. 
For the underlying problems of the Mkkfle East that give roe to a 
Saddam Hussein or to Iraqi-style regimes are all still there, and 
have probably worsened because of the Gulf war (witness, for 
example, tbe question of capital flow from Kuwait — or do we no 
longer discuss Kuwait because it is no longer a leading story on 
British television)? 

One asks: Where was the West's concern for tire Shiites of 
so u t h e r n Iraq when the West was providing Baghdad with billions 
of dollars of aid and militaiy material? Did tire government in 
Baghdad then provide the Shntes with models of the Love Boat? 
One also, asks: Is tire suffering of Shiites in the south of Iraq any 
worse than tbe suffering of ordinary people in tbe centre or e&jt or 
west of the country? And what .about other minorities in other 
Arab or Middle Eastern countries? What must they do to warrant 
protection? 

In almost every Arab and Middle Eastern country, and 
certainly most of those who are partners with the Wert in the 
phantasmagoric cash register coalition, one or more minority 
groups can legitimately complain of suffering human and political 
rights denials. The magnitude may not be as severe as in southern 
Iraq, mainly because Iraqi southerners heeded tee simplistic 
exhortations of the Bush-Major types and rose up in armed 
rebellion against Baghdad in early 1991. Is it any surprise that 
Baghdad fights back, and that Iraqi southerns suffer accordingly? 

Is this really about the well-being of the Shiites in southern 
Iraq, or is it only a piece from a much larger historical puzzle — 
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Arabs who supported allies in 
Gulf war now sitting on sidelines 


By Edith M. Lederer 
Tbc Associated Press 

MANAMA, BAHRAIN — The 
Arab states that rallied to support 
tbe U.S.-led coalition during tire 
Gulf war are sitting on the side- 
lines as allied planes enforce a 
flight ban over southern Iraq. 

Even Sandi Arabia, tire only 
Arab nation providing significant 
help to the allies, has only tacitly 
supported them in the latest dis- 
pute .with Saddam Hussein. 

Kuwait, winch was liberated by 
the coalition after seven months 
of Iraqi occupation, has been the 
sole huddle cast country to wel- 
come the joint U.S., Bntish and 
French air operation. But even its 
support has cooled. 

On Thursday, the day allied 
warplanes - began flying over 
sounrem Iraq to protect c&siderit 
Shiite Muslims, an official 
Kuwaiti government statement 
ign&red the operation and 
spouted the same line as its Arab 
neighbours: Tbe territorial In- 


“It is difficult to ignore our 
fears of partiti oning Iraq, and 
Arabs always fear foreign in-' 
tervention,” Abdullah AlMbari, 
a member of the Kuwaiti opposi- 
tion, said Friday. “But on the 


other hand, the situation of the 
Iraqi people is tragic, and Sad- 
dam Hussein’s regime is a threat 
to tee area.” 

The Gulf war allies were able 
to overcome tins ambivalence be- 
cause an Arab Nation was occu- 
pied, and countries tike Egypt 
and Syria believed Iraq posed a 
military threat not only to Kuwait 
but to the region and were wffling 
to fight- Now, most Arabs don*t 
see any Iraqi threat 

Only Sana Arabia agreed to 
allow allied warplanes to use its’ 
bases, but it has barred the West- 
ern media, kept domestic cover- 
age very low-key, and issuedonly 
one statement calling for the pre- 
servation of Iraq’s te r ritorial in- 
tegrity. 

The Gulf states sent troops to 
fight in tbe Gulf war, and in the 
case of Bahrain, Qatar, Oman 
and tire United Arab Emirates 
also allowed their bases to be 
used by the allies. 

‘The Arabs don’t have the 
same sense of urgency of dealing 
with Saddam Hussein as Western 
powers do. They believe history 
win take its course,” said Dr. 
Rosemary Hollis, a Mkkfle East 
expert at the London-based 
Royal United Services Institute 
for Defence Studies who recently 
visited the region. 


Dr. Hollis said many Arabs 
fold her Saddam Hussein’s recent 
execution of 54 merchants for 
afleged corruption “was a dear 
si gnal that something was anmat 
and they asked, why intervene 

further? Already things are tak- 
ing their own course. Leave it 
alone,” she said. 

“There is a lot of eynk&m in 
the Arab ^ World teat I came 
across about this being done to 
boost President Bush’s reelection 
chances,” she said in a telephone 
interview. 

The Bush ad min i stra tion’s goal 
— getting rid erf Saddam Hnssein 


in tee Gulf. Government-backed 
newspapers in Kuwait, Sandi 
Arabia and Aba Dhabi have cal- 
led for the Iraqi leader’s ouster. 

But few Arab nations are' con- 
vinced the allied ^no-fly” zone 
over the south era marshes will 
topple him. 

Some Arab diplomats fear .the 
operation may escalate into a 
militaiy confrontatidb of un- 
known dimensions which could 
enhance Saddam Hussein’s popu- 
larity— but their overriteng wor- 
ry is partition. 

Throughout the Mkkfle East, 
fear of Iraq being divided into 
ethnic or rehgfous statelets as a 
result of the allied campaign has 


tee elusive puzzle of Middle Eastern coherent statehood, and 
The puzzle has te origmsm 

the modem Arab political order that was the wor * ** E TJ? 3 :. 

imperial powers in tee early decades of ^.^J^^if-servinB 
: Snot find its solution m tee militarism and selective, self-serving 

interventionism of the same Western : pwen- violent* 

The solution to Middle Eastern instability, 
and tension must emanate from tee identity and the free 
ST Seopfe of tee region themselves. The formodof 

Lebanon the smoldering angst of Algeria, 
count in Somalia, the permanent insecurity of the 
deceptive calm in Egypt, and the toearingly ra0 ^?^ a f^ 
Kuwait are all testament to the fates of Arab states 
themselves to become pawns in the power plays of ^erteni 
polit icians and their armies. The Shiites and other peopteof 
Srthcralniq are joining a rather disreputable club teat * being 
harshly discredited by history — the roll call of mandatory 
subjects that were unable to forge their own rational political 
orders, and turned in desperation to the false security of inecure 

Western politicians. .. . _ - .. 

The political morality of the Iraqi regime and the might of the 
Shiites of southern Iraq and the Kurds of northern Iraq are all 
symptoms of the deeper problems and disequilibna that have 
riasped tee Middle East during this entire century. They cannot 
be treated in isolation of their underlying causes — but this ts 
precisely what the West is trying to do. It did not work in the past 
and it will not work today. 

It is important today for people throughout the Middle bast to 
muster the courage and the honesty to stand up — even in the face 
of desperate Western politicians and reckless Arab leaders waving 
dollars in one hand and high-tech bombs in the other — and say so 
directly and repeatedly. We will be attacked as supporters of 
gaHHatn Hussein and ms aggressions, which we are not. We wul 
be branded romantic Arab nationalists and dreamers, which we 
are. We will be accused of blaming the West for all our problems, 
which we do not. Nevertheless, the truths of history will prevail, 
and the desperate and the reckless amongst ns will be exposed for 
what they are — expedient and scared politicians who abandoned 
tbe responsibility of nwtirmai leadership in favour of the entice- 
ments of short-term incumbency and material comforts. 

The truths of history wfll prevail when those blinded by the fury 
of electoral battle in the United States, and those numbed by the 
peculiarly skewed moral roar of ten thousand British old' ladies 
furiously imitting sweaters for ailing animals in the Arabian Gulf, 
finally wake up from their fantastic historical escapade and 
address the real needs of the human beings of the Middle East. It 
is appropriate that southern Iraq should speed up this process, for . 
southern Iraq is one of the places where human civilisation 
started, including the quest for viable societies and durable 
nations governed by law. Nowhere, at any time, in any place, 
throughout the entire history of the world, has this goal been 
achieved through the force of armies from half way across tee 
world. Wanna bet it will not be achieved again in southern Iraq? 
Knit on, ladies, as furiously as you can, but recognise that yon 
knit in savage ignorance of tee world, in sad deceit by your own 
leaders, and in cruel conte mp t of the truths of history and the 
reality of human nature. 
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Bush, Clinton 
show marked 
contrast of styles 


By Michael Posner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush and his Democratic 
chaDengcr Bill Clinton are show- 
ing sharply contrasting campaign 


fr*. in the run-up to tbe 1 
residential election 


■Plunging into the campaign af- 
ter the Republican convention 
nominated faun and Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle to stand for 
another four-year teem, Mr. Bush 
has shown a harder, sharper 


paign statements, but always in 
reply to a Bush broadside. 

During the week, Mr. Bush 
dramatised the advantage an in- 
cumbent president has as he took 
on the role of commander-in- 
chief at home and abroad. 

He announced the United 
Stales and its Western allies were 
declaring and enforcing a no-fly 
zone to bar Iraqi planes from 
flying in south Irarpagainst Shnte 


united Baghdad's friends like Jor- 
dan and Yemen with enemies 
indnding Syria and Egypt. 

The Kurds are already operat- 
ing semi-antonomously m. north- 
ern Iraq following allied interven- 
tion after the Golf war, and the 
current allied operation could 
gjve rise to a Shnte Muslim 
m. southern Iraq, strongly influ- 
enced by neighbonring Can. This 
would leave only a central Sunni i 
Muslim dominated region con- 
trolled by Baghdad. 

Arab nations are worried that a 
Shnte state in the soother would 
not 'only fan fundamentalism in 
tee region but also become a- 
precedent for Shiite and other 
minorities in tee Middle East 
During earlier yean of barn’s 
Islamic revolution, Shiite com- 
munities in Bahrain and else- 
where were used to stir up 
trouble. 

The possibility of a Kurdish 

State Iim provoked swnilar fears 

in Turkey, Iran and Syria, which 
all' have Ktetesh minorities. . 

Turkey, a NATO afly of the 
United States winch . s u pport e d 
tee Gulf war, fears partition 
could strengthen rebellious Tur- 
kish Kurds and has been very 
cool to tee current alhed initia- 
five. 


He has attacked Mr. Clinton 

and charg^t^ his econormc 
programme will create higher un- 
employment. 

Mr. Clinton and viceprestdeiir- 
tial m iming mate A1 Gore have 
hammered away in somewhat sof- 
ter terms at a familiar theme that 
une mpl oyment and hard times' 
are the fault of Mr. Bush and 
Republican economic policies. 

Democrats deny Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Gore were put on the 
defensive by hardhitting Repub- 
lican attacks. 

But Mr. Omton’s camp spent 
much of the week after the Re- 
publican convention responding 
to attack from Mr.Bush and Mr. 
.Qiiayfe on issues from trade to 
the env iro nment. 

Mb-. Bush’s two-fisted style, in- 
cluding suggestions the Demo- 
crats had no in te rest in God and 
that Mr. Clinton' ' “will say any- 
thing to get elected, ” revived 
memories of his assanlts on 
Democrat Michael Dukakis in 

1988. 

But there was a big difference. 
While Mr. Bute wiped on t Mr. 
Dukakis’s 17-point lead in public 
opinion polls during the ,1988 
Republican convention, he left 
the 1992 conclave still behind Mr. 
Ginton. L , . ,, - 

The latest Time/CNN poll had Mr. 
CfaitoQ leafing by 46 per cent to 
40 per cent for Mr. Bush, while a 
Newsweek poll had Mr. Clinton 
op by 49 to 39 per cent. Bote 
polls were released on Saturday. 

‘Tfs been a very good week,” 
said Bush-Quayle spokeswoman 
Tone . Clarke, who told Reuters 
the campaign’s own polling has 
Mr. Bush behind by about mne to 
^ percentage points. 

“We’ve been making some, 
ground on mdrridual issues ” die 
said. ^The message that we want 
less taxes and less spending and 
Bill Clinton guarantees more 
taxes and more spending is get- 


* At home Mr. Bush took some 
c ri ticism for acting slowly to aid 
victims of hurricane Andrew in 
south Florida but then sent 
troops, food and water, mobile 
kitchens and tents to help those 
affected by the storm. He cancel- 
led a planned weekend trip to his 
summer home in Maine to moni- 
tor hurricane relict 

On the campaign trail, Mr. 
Bush attacked Mr. Clinton's eco- 
nomic policies. 

During one appearance in St. 
Louis, he called the Democrat an 
opportunist and a fear-monger 
for trying to arouse o pp os itio n to 
foreigners by proposing to tax 
their U.S. investments. 

The targeting of Mr. Ginton’s 
economic programme was 
orchestrated by nis new White- 
House chief of staff, former 
Secretary of State James Baker, 
White House sources sakL 




, The Clinton camp fired back at 
each attack, sometimes in com- 
ments from tee candidate himself 
and sometimes in written cam- 


It was designed to strike at Mr. 
Clinton’s Harm that Mr. Bush has 
no economic programme. 

Mr. Qmton was described as 
upbeat on the campaign trail. He 
and Mr. Gore returned to atactic 
that has served them wefl since 
their own nominating convention 
in July, taking a two-day bus tom- 
through Texas. 

Democratic spokewoman Gin- 
ny Terzano said Mr. Bush's open- 
ing post-convention drive tea not 
match up to Ihe “wikfly success- 
ful” first week pf Mr. Canton and 
Mr. Gore. 

“They (Republicans) had to 
explain mean-spiritedness, the 
attacks t hat th ey threw at Mra.; 
Qmton (during tee Houston con- 
vention) and President Bush had 
to respond to criticism of voters, 
teat he has not been on top of the. 
economic crisis in tins country,” 
tee said. 

Even hurricane Andrew has. 
worked against the president,- 
Ms. Terzano said. 

“The hurricane has been part 
of this ... people are feeEng latter-' 
about the adnim i rtra tfon Y s poli-I 
ties over the last three years — ‘ 
that they have focused so muefaj 
on other countries’ economic" 
wefi-btimg while they have just., 
not paid attention to- the prob- T 
•ferns, nevermind the solutions, atV 
home.” - ' 
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Peace talks resume in Washington Saudis ban Jordanian produce Abuse of pesticides in Jordan 
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■ (Continued tnm page 1) 

power In Israd two mouths a go . 

Israel said U.N. Resolution 
2AZ, which speaks of Israel trad- 
mg land for peace, applied to the 
Golan. The previous Israeli gov- 
ernment nxled out any IrinH of 
withdrawal from the strategic 
plateau. 

The Syrians told the Israelis 

they accepted that the final coal 

.of 1 the talks was a fun peace 
a^eemeut. 

• Mr. Raimi said Monday Israel 
would never concede the entire 
Gotan Heights in a peace treaty 
with Syria and would oppose the 
creation, of an independent 
palestiman state. 

“Ttn not convinced yet that 
Syria is ready to say yes to a fully 
flecked peace treaty with Israel,** 
Mr. Rama tokl an amfience of 
fnnd-raisera for the United Jew- 

MfctSifo smd he would not 
“repea t the prece dent that the 
IJknlgo reramen t made in sign- 
ing die peace treaty with Egypt 
(so that) the last square inch of 
Egyptian sovereign sofl was re- 


turned. ** 

As for negotiations on Palesti- 
nian autonomy, Mr. Rabin said 
that “they have to understand we 
are talking about an interim 
agreement, about, a transitional 
period, not die creation of an 
independent Palestinian state.” 

He added that the contentious 
issue of Jerusalem would not be 
part of the autonomy talks. 

Israeli Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal said Monday that if peace 
talks produce Pal estinian setf- 
nde, he expected a joint Jsraeli- 
Palestmian force would ran the 
bridge crossing into Jordan. 

During a visit to the bridge, 
Mr. Shahal said he would fike to 
improve conditions for Palesti- 
nian travellers who undergo strin- 
gent security checks and pfftf 
hours to get from one side to the 
other. 

Earlier this summer thousands, 
of Palestinians waited to enter die 
occupied territories, some for 
days , after the Israelis limited the 
number allowed to come during 
the peak travel period. It said it 
did not have enough security 
personnel to handle more arriv- 
als. 


(Continued from page 1) 
ensure the pesticides used were 
in line with Enropean Com- 
munity (EC) andUmted States 
standards. 1 

Farmers were being advised 
on what products to use and 
when to harvest A laboratory 
was routinely -momt’orin 
against pesticide reach* and 
export shipments were accom- 
by a dean bfll of health, 
said. 

Several farmers said they 


were concerned that the Saudi 
San anig ht prompt the EC to 
halt' imports of Jordanian agri- 
cultural produce, now running 
at up to 3,000 tonnes a year. 

But Dr. Khasawaneh said be 
was not concerned: 

“We have had no problems 
with exports to the EC'., in 
addition to our tests they also 
do their own.” 

Fruit and vegetable exports 
are one of Jordan’s chief hard 
enrrepey earners. 


Non-aligned states take strong stand 


(Continued from page 1) 


New U.N. team arrives in Iraq 


r 


. (Cantined from page 1) 

Insisting 1 'on not being identi- 
fied!, 'the travellers also said 
t ^YMvfee of Soviet-designed T-72 
tanks were sent from Baghdad 
sooth in recent days. 

But they said the tanks were 
deployed north of the 32nd Para- 
llel mainly in the city, of Kut, 160 
kDoatctres south of Baghdad. 
That suggested Iraq was boosting 
defences around the capital 
rather than bnOding up for a 
pound campaign against th$ 
Shiite rebels hiding in the south- 
ern marshlands. 

The rating Baath Party 
appealed for the world’s support 
to defeat the “no-fly” zone, 
saying it was the most dangerous 
. p»rt of a plot to partition Iraq and 
other Arab states. 

In a statement, the National 
Command of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party headed by Presi- 
dent Saddam accused Iran of 
providing the pretext for “the 
Western conspiracy” and called 
for the Iranian people to rise up. 

“Tbe decision fay the United 
States, Britain and France to ban 
Iraq flights below foe 32nd Para- 
llel is the most dangerous chapter 
in the imperiafist-Zionist coali- 
tion’s plan,” said the statement 
broadcast on Iraqi radio. - 
Saudi Arabia denied Sunday 
that its aircraft were helping to 
enforce the no-fly air exclusion 
zone. 

The Saudi News Agency 
|uoted a “responsible source” at 
Defence and Aviation Minis- 
try as saying reports that Sandi 
. " aircraft were assisting the air 
„ embargo were untrue. 

“During their missions, Saudi 
aircraft of all types did not fly 
.beyond Saudi borders,” the 
t source was quoted as saying. 

Israel and the U.S. are tnain- 
.taining low level contacts on tbe 
events -unfolding in the Gulf, 
Israel Radio reported. 

. The radio reports quoted 
; Prune Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
. office as a source for the contacts, 

■ adding that details were not avail- 
able. But it quoted Israeli sources 
as saying' that Israel and tbe U.S. 
had a “basic security agreement” 
regarding any Iraqi threat cm 
brad. 

Islamists gain 

(Continued from page 1) 

of a three-part election followed 
-victories by Hizbollah, its allies 
ami other fundamentalists last 
week in 10 contests ■ 

Forty-nine seats were decided, 
but elections were put off inde- 
finitely for five seats in the Christ- 
ian Kesrouan area where there 
were' not enough candida t es. 

According to official results, 
two Hizbollah candidates won in 
Sunday’s voting in Beirut. They 
are AH Am mar and Mo h a mma d 
Bcrjftwi, both Shiites. 

The Sunni Muslim fun- 
damentalist winners are Zuhair 
Obeid of the Islamic Group and 
Adoan Trabouha of the Habashis. 
Tbe Habashis take their name 
from their leader, Sheikh Ahmad 
Habashi, who preaches Islamic 
pnritanism. 

* Detainees freed 

(C o nti nued front page 1) 

with the 4Vfr-year uprising against 
Israeli occupation. About 4,660 
have been convicted, while tbe 
othes are a w a i ting trial or held 
under emergency regulations that 
require no charge or trial. 

About 100 other prisoners 
were released at a West Bank 
checkpoint at Dahariya, near 
Hebron. The army said a total of 
182 prisoners were freed in tbe 
earfy-ndease programme Mon- 
day, aid 138, others would be set 
free Tuesday. 

Some prisoners said they had 
been freed a few months early. 

Bm several said they were due for 
release now and one said his 
release was even delayed by three 
days. 


Tbe radio report said the con- 
tacts were limited to the level of 
ambassadors and senior nrihtaiy 
officers. Tbe contacts did not 
specifically relate to an Israeli 
response to an Iraqi attack, the 
radio said. 

Israel has said that the likeli- 
hood of an Iraqi attack on Israel 
was “very low” since the U.S. 
announced the flights ban on 
southern Iraq last week. 

During the 1991 Gulf War, 
Iraq shot 39 nrissfles into Israel. 
Israel refrained from responding 
to the attacks on the request of 
tbe VS. 


political and economic lobby for 
developing countries with an in- 
dependent voice in world affairs, 
while getting away from tbe often 
stale anti-imperialist rhetoric that 
■ marked it in the past. 

“The most important tiling 
that we could do in Jakarta would 
be to chart the future role of tbe 
Non-Aligned Movement in a 
changing world,” Mr. Mnsa told 
a news conference. “We have to 
be as fast as the developments in 
tiie world.” 

But even though the movement 
has become tagger than ever be- 
fore, many leaders are staying at 
home because of what officials 
described as domestic problems. 

Prominent absentees include 
Cuba’s Fidel Castro, Egyptian 
President Hoimi Mubarak, Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
Nigerm’s Ibrahim Babangida and 
Algeria’s AH Kafi. 

Also missing will be Libyan 
leader Mnammar Qadhafi. 

Ibis year, to the annoyance of 
some delegations, the prelimin- 
ary meetings of senior officials 
and foreign ministers were de- 
voted, sometimes acrimoniously. 


almost entirely to whether to 
expel the rump state of Yugosla- 
via. 

Islamic states, reacting to atro- 
cities against Muslims and others 
in Bosnia-Heizegovina, insisted 
that Belgrade no longer repre- 
sented the co un tr y winch helped 
found tbe movement in 1961 to 
straddle the East-West divide. 

African countries challenged 
the move. Tbe ministers even- 
tually decided to defer the issue 
and Vase their decision on what 
the United Nations decides dur- 
ing the General Assembly session 
which starts in two weeks in New 
York. 

Delegates said the divisiveness 
reflects the huge range the move- 
ment covers. It unites countries 
like Brunei, whose sultan is repu- 
tedly the workTs richest man, and 
Somalia, which is tom by dvil 
war and where more than a mil- 
lion people face starvation. 

Economic issues will be a key 
area of the summit, with discus- 
sion fixusing on how to reduce 
tiie Third World’s foreign debt of 
more than $1 trillion. 


(Continued from page l) 

informed expert told the Jor- 
dan Times, echoing similar 
statements made by formers 
and agricultural engineers who 
insist that governmental con- 
trol on the fanners’ behaviour 
was also lacking. They contra- 
tficted Dr. Khasawneh’s state- 
ment that 95 per cent of far- 
mers were well aware of how 
to use the pesticides, saying 
that more farmers abuse them 
than those who properly apply 
' them. 

If the ire tru ci iu ns on the labels of 

the pesticides are not followed — 
which mainly iodndez a tune period 
before harvest, termed “‘pre-harvest 

intervals, ” and the amount perm i tted 
for use — the effects on the consumer 
coukl be hazardous to the 
according to agricultural expects. 

The systemic pesticides — those 
that destroy pests from the inside of 
the produce, and which are the ones 
used, and most often abused, by 
fanners — have a pre-harvest interval 
of up to three weeks. These cont a in 


ofga&ophosphates and carbonates, 
which — if harvested before its pre- 
harvest interval — affects the choline 
estnase enzyme. This enzyme in tbe 
human body, according to an expen, 
is in the central nervous system and 


from the brain to other organs in 1 
body. In other words, if these mate- 
rials are not property used and hs 
residues are left behind in the agri- 
cultural produce, the effects on tbe 
human's central nervous system could 
be haraidniw 

According to a study conducted 
jointly by the Jordanian government 
and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
in 1987. “the main areas of abnse (of 
p esticides) include over-application 
and inadequate pre-narvest- 
appDcatioa...’’ such behaviour by far- 
mers, the report stated, “results tnez- 
cesrive levels of pesticide residues in 
local fruits and vegetables and poten- 
tial health and environmental prob- 
lems.*’ 

This report, which was obtained by 
the Jordan Times, was the most re- 
cent co mpre hensive study conducted. 

Agriculture Ministry sources said 
that the situation has not improved 


since 1987 because of lade of official 
control of the use of pesticide. The 
1987 report had stated that overap- 
ppcation of these materials was “very 
difficult to control since they require 
on-farm (raining, monitoring and en- 
forcement." 

Ministry officials, however, main- 
tain that the government is (firing 
everything it can to monitor the far- 
mers' behaviour, and that jordau b 
the only country in the region that has 
a pests residue laboratory with highly 
advanced equipment and trained staff 

to analyse the residue in the fruit and 


ESC WA debates HQ venue 


(C ontinu ed from page 1) 

exploitation of Arab water re- 
sources in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

A resolution proposed to the 
conference says Arab countries 
must consider economic steps in- 
cluding forming a common mar- 
ket to face increased threats from 
an integrated Europe. 

Tbe Middle East, like other 
exporters of raw commodities, 
also must redouble efforts to re- 
fine and make finished products 
from its resources of crude, the 
draft resolution says. 

“If tbe countries of Western 
Asia continue- to deal individually 
with tiie European Economic 
Community, they will not man- 


age to safeguard their commercial 
and economic interests,” the 
ESCWA secretariat says in the 
draft resolution. 

It calls for measures mchufing 
studies underscoring the import- 
ance of a regional common mar- 
ket to help compete with die 
single market Europe hopes to 
have in place by tbe end of 1992. 

If says cril-producing members 
should strive to reduce reliance 
on heavy oil exports by increasing 
sales of refined products and de- 
veloping petrochemical industries. 

Its says the volume of trade of 
goods and services between tbe 
Middle East and Europe had 
already declined and would fall 
farther if not addressed. If gives 
no figures. 


lab, partly financed by tbe 
German government, “does not have 
the capacity to do widespread testing 
on a regular basis,” according to the 
report in question. WeO-uuonned 
sources said that most of the analyses 

are done on imported crops, but 
cannot handle monitoring the farmers 
and checking all the local crops be- 
cause there is not enough equipment 
and trained staff. 

However, employees at the lab told 
the Jordan Times that the mmistry 
bad plans to expand the lab. with 
German assistance, and bring more 
highly-qualified staff to ensure tbe 
safety of the locally-grown crops be- 
fore they are distributed into the 
market. The report said that tbe lab, 
located in Baqaa, could only handle 
10 samples a day. 

Tbe report also stated that many of 
tbe problems with tbe crops are a 
result of pesticide use in plastic 
houses, where they become more 
toxic. 

“In tbe Jordan Valley, the plastic 
bouse environment combined with 
excessive application rates and in- 
sufficient pre-harvest intervals have 
resulted in over 40 per cent of the 
agricultural samples tested having a 
range of two to 30 times the max- 
imum residue levels (accepted) on 
cucumbers, peppers and green beans 
grown in plastic bouses,” the report 
said. 

The problem for the consumers is 
that they cannot distinguish whether 
certain crops have high levels of toxic 
residues. But experts say that there is 
no need for panic and that the prob- 
lem is somewhat exaggerated. Minis- 
try sources said new Instructions were 
given to intensify the analysis of pest 
residues. 

“Educated” fanners who maintain 


they follow a strict pesticides prog- 
ramme have cautioned the govern- 
ment that if control on the use of 
pesticides continued to be neglected, 
not onlv will the local consumers 
eventually suffer, but the whole coun- 
try’s reputation wQl also be at stake. 

“One ignorant fanner who exports 
crops with toxic residue to tbe West 
could ruin the entire export business 
for all the others.” one farmer and 
exporter told the Jordan Tunes. 

At the beginning of next year, tbe 
European Community (EC) will im- 
plement stria regulations on ail crops 
bring imported and win be tested 
before entry despite any certificate 


the EC accepts certificates that say 
- tbe products are op to standard from 
the countries of origin- But by next 
year, if a Jordanian fanner sends 

produce that are infected with toxic 
residue, the EC would stop importing 
the products for a certain period of 
time from any fanner in the country, 
according to exporters. 

“Maybe our farmer* will learn their 
lesson after thousands of dinars worth 
of their infected crops is destroyed as 
a penalty," one agricultural engineer 

said. 

The current penalty for finding 
crops infected with pest residues is 
only JD 100, “so the farmer can 
afford to abuse the pesticide," said 
one fanner. 

All farmers and agricultural en- 
gineers who spoke to the Jordan 
Times said that the problem of in- 
fected crops has been around for 
years in tbe Kingdom, and that it was 
time the government did something 
to enforce its regulations. 

“There must be supervisors from 
the government to not only educate 
the farmers, but also to be in the field 
monitoring the proper use of pesti- 
cides and imposing stiff penalties 
against those who do not follow the 
proper instructions,” said one farmer. 

The 1987 report recommended 
adequate enforcement of current gov- 
ernment regulations and publicising 
risks and penalties. “It is essential, 
the report said “to provide adequate 
training of agricultural workers, deal- 
ers, as well as health officials.” 

“Educating the farmers with a 
general awareness campaign is 
needed through tbe media and agri- 
cultural institutions,” one engineer 
stressed. 
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4 Rent fr Sale 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished* 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please calh 


Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT . 

Mecca Street, Varmoulc 
Engineers’ Housing 
/ Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongolisnBvbftquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities/ 

Open daily 12:0d - 3:30 
■ _ . p.m. \ " 

v. 6:30 -Midnight > 


Thefirst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
■ room...! 



TAIWAN T0URISH0 


H. 

Take away service 
A home delivery 
Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 
■Jabal Amman-Ord Circle{ 
Telj 641093 
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Spedal Chinese Foods 
Skated Gdnese Chefs 
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Taka m ray Is mfabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hote l 
[TeL 661922. Amman] 
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w&Mm sets world mark in pole 
nit; Mitchell takes 100 metres 


PADUA, Italy (AP) - Sergei 
Bubka avenged his Olympic fai- 
lure by raising his world pole 
vault records another centimetre 
(half inch), winning the event at 
the industry trophy meet in this 
northern city with a vault of 6.12 
metre (20 feet-1 inch). 

It was the 31st time the 29- 
year-old Ukrainian has hiked the 
world mark, either indoor or 
outdoor, since 1984, and broke 
the mark of 6.11 (20-0 1-2) set in 
Dijon, France on June 13. 

Bubka, who lives in Berlin 
following the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union, suggested that 
Sunday’s record won’t be his last, 
although he could not predict a 
date for the next' 

‘'People think it’s easy for me. 
But I can’t predict when the next 
record may come. I am hmnan, 
not a machine. I will train more 
and more to improve. I always try 
ne best,” Bubka said.' 

He win have two opportunities 
in the next week — the IAAF 
Grand Brix Final in Turin Friday 
and the Rieti meeting, near 
Rome, Sunday. 

The “flying Ukrainian,” the 
world champion and 1988 Olym- 
pic gold medallist in Seoul, 
-rteared 6.12 on his first attempt, 
after faulting once at 5.85 (19-2 


1-4). 

He raised his arms in triumph 
after the record jump and waited 
toward the grandstand to receive 
the outstanding ovation of a sokJ- 
out crowd of 7,000 at the Arcclla 
Stadium of Padua. 

“I was a bit tense following the 
Olympics and some unimpressive 
performances in recent meet- 
ings,” said Bubka, who not only 
failed to win an Olympic medal in 
Barcelona earlier this month,” he 
failed to dear any height ataB 
there, missing on two attempts at 
5.70 (18-8 1-2) and once at 5-74 
(18-10). 

Bnbka said he did not want to 
talk of his flop in Barcelona, 
possibly due to a tendon in- 
flammation. However he said 
that his family was upset with his 
unexpected defeat in the Oiym- 


“Now I want to call my wife 
and my son Vitaly. He will have 
his first day of school Tuesday 
and this record will be a great gift 
for him,” Bnbka said. The Ukrai- 
nian ace said be had a special 
feeling before the event. 

“I have a special feeling every 
time I jump in Italy, and I knew 
this track very wefl. I m very happy. 
Now I am looking forward to the 
next events with great confi- 


dence,” be said. Italian organis- 
ers said Bubka did not get any 
special bonus or other incentives 
for his record attempt in Padua. 

‘Tie’s our Jong time friend. He 
made a wonderful gift to ns and 
to the crowd,” said Gloria Santi. 

Bubka’s outstanding perform- 
ance stole the limelight from 
other athletes, including four 
Olympic champion*. 

Olympic gold medallist Mark 
McKoy of Canada dominated the 
110-metre bardies beating Flo- 
rian Schwaxtoff of Germany in 
13.44 seconds. 

U.S. sprinter Dennis ificfaefl 
won the 100 metres in 10.43 
seoonh, edging veteran teammate 
Calvin Smith. Smith finished * 
second also in the 1 200 metres, 
won by American Mikes Bates in 
20.87 seconds. 

Other U.S. wins were scored 
by Jim Spivey in the 1,500 metres 
and by Jim Doehring in the shot- 
put. 

Spivey won in 3 minutes, 3628 
seconds, ahead of Kenyans Wil- 
fred Kirodri and Jonah Birir who 
were timed in 3:37.24 and 
3:37.61. 

German Heike Drechsler, 
leaping more than 7 metres for 
the 20tb time this year, won the 
women's long jump with 7.02 


Sergei Bnbka in action 


(23-0 1-2). . 

Russian sprinter Irina Privalo- 
va dominated the women’s 100 
metres in 11-36 seconds, beating 
Marina. Trandenkova 
and American Dyan Webber. 


Barcelona gets set for largest-ever Paralympic Games 


BARCELONA (AP) — One 
month after straging what many 
believe was the best Olympic 
Games of the modern era, the 
city of Barcelona is getting ready 
to do it all over again. 

The ninth Paralympic Games 
gets under way Sept. 3, and by 
the time they conclude 11 days 
later, more than 4,200 disabled 
athletes and officials will have 
competed in 15 sports ranging 
from archery and table tennis to 
wheelchair basketball and blind 
judo. 

A record 86 nations have sent 
squads to Barcelona — 24 more 
than competed in Seoul four 
years ago — making these the 
largest Paralympic Games in his- 
tory. Barcelona is just discover- 
ing the tolerance required to 
stage such an event. The 2,000- 
ycar old capital of Catalonia in- 
cludes few of the provisions vital to 
disabled person’s day-to-day ex- 
istence, such as "kneeling” buses, 
"audible” crosswalks ot wheel- 


chair ramps. 

In foot, architects drawing up 
the renovation plans for Montjuic 
Stadium several years ago initial- 
ly forgot to include wheelchair 
ramps, meaning that the athletes 
who intended to compete might 
not even be able to enter the 
stadium. 

“The handicapped problem is 
something very new to us,” said 
Joan Coll, director of the 1992 
Paralympic Games. “Every day 
we are working to make people 
aware' — this is not therapy 
sports, this is not rehabilitation. 
It’s a top-quality competition 
with world class athletes.” 

Indeed, consdonsness-Taising is 
practically a separate event. 

“I am convinced many sporting 
records will be broken at the 
Paralympics." said Miguel 
Duran, president of’ the Once 
Foundation for the Blind, which 
is helping organise the event. 
“But the fundamental target lies 
in setting a social — not a sport- 


ing — record. That’s our aim, and 
we are asking for a lot of help and 
sensitivity.” 

The Paralympics are not to be 
confused with the Special Olym- 
pics, which place simple parti- 
cipation by mentally handicapped 
athletes as the only goal. 

The Parahpapks are divided 
into four categories — sports for 
Mind, for amputees and polio 
victims, for paraplegics and tetra- 
plegjcs, and for cerebral palsy 
sufferers — and feature elite 
athletes who train up to six hours 
a day. 

For instance, U.S. swimmer 
Beth Scott is among the nation’s 
top 10 junior swimmers despite 
being blind, while Marfa Ru- 
nyan’s blindness hasn’t kept her 
from being one of the top U.S. . 
Heptathaletes and a certified 
1996 Olympic hopeful. 

It’s also worth noting that 
many of the Paralympic records 
— such as Jose Javier Conde.of. 
Spain’s 3.54.61 in the men's 1,500' ' 


metres, or Canadian Arnold 
Bolt’s 2.04 metres in the High 
jump — once would have been 
good enough to challenge for an 
Olympic gold medal. 


The Paralympics were inaugu- 
rated in 1960 in Rome, where 400 
athletes from 23 nations took 
part. Hie games have grown 
steadily since, often held m the 
same dty or country as the Olym- 
pic Games. Atlanta already has 
announced its intention to 
the Paralympics in conjunction 
with the 1996 Olympics. 


The 1992 Paralympics were 
organised by the Barcelona 
Olympic Organising Commitee 
(COOB) at a cost of approx- 
. mutely $100 million. Many of the 
same facilities used last mouth, 
such as the athletes’ village, the 
pool complex, the shooting 
range, the archery site, the tennis 
stadium and the track and field 
'stadium, will host the same Para- 
lympic events.’ : -~T. •’ ”” - 


Capriati beats Martinez 
at Mazda Tennis Classic 


Korda beats Lendl to win U.S. 
Open warm-up tournament 


SAN DIEGO (R) — Second 
seeded Jennifer Capriati success- 
fully defend ber title at the 
5225 .000 -Mazda Tennis Classic 
by defeating third seeded Conchi- 
ta Martinez of Spain 6-3 6-2 in 63 
minutes Sunday. 

The victory was Capriati; first 
tour title of 1992. Coupled with 
her gold medal performance at 
the Olympics, Capriati is one of 
the favourites going into the U.S. 


Open. . 

“I feel really confident after 


winning the Olympics and win- 
ning here,” said Capriati, who 
earned $45,000. “I think I’i 


playing well. I didn't want to be 
totally playing well... Hopefully, 
that will come at the Open.” 
Capriati, sixth in the world, 
outslugged the eighth-ranked 
Martinez from the baseline 
throughout the match. 


COMMACK, New York (R) — 
Petr Korda of Czechoslovakia 
wanned up for the U.S. Open by 
beating Ivan Lendl 6-2 6-2 in just 
68 minutes to win the $265,000 
Hamlet Cup men’s tennis tourna- 
ment. 

Lendl, the defending champion 
and seeded third, was unable to 
solve Korda’s strong forehand 
ground strokes. Korda, a lefth- 
ander, went through the five- 
match tournament without losing 


a set. 

The fourth seeded' Korda 
broke Lendl’s service four times, 
reaching 3-1 in the fust set and 
5-1 in the second set. They were 
the first sets Lendl lost this week. 


Lendl managed to reach break 
point twice against Korda's effec- 
tive service, twice in the second 
game of the second set. 

Bnt Korda erased them with a 
forehand slice crosscooxt shot sod 


Ferreira, Rittner win 
OTB international titles 


SCHENECTADY. New York 
(R) — Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa overcame a dismal second- 
set tie-breaker to defeat Austra- 
lian Jamie Morgan 6-2 6-7 (5-7) 
6-2 to win the S225.000 OTB 
International Tennis Open 


tournament. 

Barbara Rittner of Germany 
won the women’s title and her 
first championship on the WTA 
Tour by beating defending cham- 
pion Brenda Schultz of the 
Netherlands 7-6 (7-3) 6-3. 


WE'RE 5UPP0SEP TO WRITE 
HOME TO OUR PARENTS, C0RMAC, 
AND TELL THEM WHAT A 
6REAT TIME WE'RE MAVIN6 
HERE AT CAMP.. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
:19S2 Severn * 


RUN THE RIGHT TESTS 


Andy Capp 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 A J 
” Q 7 2 
:■ K Q 10 7 3 

* AQ J 

VEST EAST 

* 10 9S 6 5 24 7 4 
J86 5 rr 9 4 

5 V 0 8 6 2 

10 4 4 9 8 7 6 3 

SOUTH 

♦ KQ3 

A K 10 3 
v A 9 4 
4 K 6 2 
The bidding*. 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 ■:* Pan 

2 NT Pass 7 NT Pass 

Toss Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 4 
Was Votmai Tinkinov, the Rug. 
sum emigre, a caviar smuggler? Club 
members were given to speculation 
about where he acquired his 
wealth — he was supporting several 
players in the rubber-bridge game 
with hig losses, despite being a good 
bidder and ree90iuibl.v skilled play- 
er. Most of bis defeats were caused 
5y failure to take time to study the 
purition before choosing a line of 
play. 

This hand is typical of his afflic- 
tion. North-South speedily reached 
their best contract of seven no 
trump. South’s jump rebid showed 


19-20 points, and North wasted no 
time in striving for the maximum— 
the combined assets incl ud ed a 


high -card count of at least 38, end 
North held a five-card suit as a 
kicker. 

One might think that the play in a 
grand slam merited some thought, 
but not for Votmai. There were 12 
tricks in high cards, and the 13th 
could come from dropping either 
red-suit jack. So after winning the 
opening lead in hand, Votmai imme- 
diately started on diamonds. When 
West showed out on the second 
round , declarer switched to hearts. 
No luck there rather. Down one. 

A most unfortunate hand to be 
sure, but declarer made hh own bad 
luck. The diamond suit should have 
been left to last, when declarer tatew 
as much as possible about the 
distribution. 

Declarer should first cash out the 
spade Winners, noting that Best dis- 
cards on the third round. Next 
comes three rounds of hearts, fol- 
lowed by the ace and king of dubs. 
That estahKshre that West started 
with six spades, four hearts and at 
least two dubs, and, therefore, can- 
not have more then one diamond. A 
diamond to the king and a finesse of 

the nine of diamonds on the way 
back allows South to score four dia- 
mond tricks (the queen of chibs re- 
mains as an entry to dummy) and 
file grand a in the hank. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Uncapped jlefender Joins French squad 


PARIS (R) — New manager Gerard Houflier called np uncapped 
Parisian Jean-Lac Sassus Monday to boost France's defence for 
their opening World Cop soccer qualifier against Bulgaria in Sofia 
next week. The 29-year-old St. Germain defender wffl take the 
place of rejected off-form veteran Mannd Amoros. Houflier has 
also dropped Auxerre’s sweeper Wiffiam Pnmier, who was 
unconvincing in France’s 2-0 home defeat by Brazil in a friendly 
last week. “We need lateral defenders against Bulgaria, a very 
good technical . team who play with two wingere. Sassus is one of 
the best lateral defenders in France,” he said. HonUier, who took 
over from Michel Platini after France’s disappointing European 
Championship in Sweden, is also missing injured playmaker 
Christian Perez and petulant Leeds United striker Eric Cantona, 
who ha* unavailable. 


Muster wins Croatian Open 


UMAG, Croatia (AP) — Top-seeded Thomas Muster of Austria 
rebounded from a second-set loss to defeat Argentina’s Franco 
Darin 6*1, 4-6, 6-4 arid win the $260,000 Croatian Open. Muster 
said be would donate his tournament winnings of almost $34,000 
to Ooatia’s refugee relief effort. The former Yugoslav republic 
has been overwhelmed by hundreds of thousands of refugees 
forced from their homes in Yugoslavia’s violent breakup. Muster, 
who breezed by most of his earlier opponents in Umag, struggled 
at times against fifth-seeded Darin in a match that lasted 2 boms, 
14 minutes after a rain-delayed start. It was the 24-year-okJ. 
Muster’s third ATP Tour victory this year, following tides at 
Monte Carlo and Florence. 


Australia's Davis Cup captain stays 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s long-serving Davis Cup captain 
Neale Fraser, whose job was under threat in a public row over 
poor results, Monday narrowly won a diff-hanger vote to stay in 
the post Bnt the former Wimbledon and United States Open 
champion has been re-appointed for only 12 months and been told 
he must spend a minimum of four months working with foe 
Australian players in the ittn-up to the 1993 cup campaign. 
Ex-Davis Cop star John Alexander challenged Fraser for the 
position, forcing the country’s ruling body. T ennis Australia, into 
the first vote for 40 years for the capacity which Fraser has held 
since 1970. Tennis Australia’s President Geoff Pollard used iris 
casting vote to re-elect Fraser after the game’s rating council was 
locked at six votes apiece for Alexander and Fraser, who has led 
Australia to four Davis Cup victories. Pollard sod it was one of 
the most difficult decisions be had ever had to make. “Despite the 
split vote, council has regrouped and assured me they are 100 per 
cent behind Neale Fraser.” Pollard said in a statement. 


Ashe fund raiser brings out tennis stars 


NEW YORK (R) — On the eve of foe U.S. Open championships, 
tennis stars and about 10.000 people turned out Sunday for 
“Arthur Ashe Day” proclaimed by New York’s Mayor David 
Dinkins in recognition of Ashe’s efforts to raise money to fight 
AIDS. Hie tribute to Ashe, who contracted die AIDS vims 
through a blood transfusion in surgery, brought out open 
competitors such as Jim Courier, ranked number one in the world 
John McEnroe, Andre Agassi, Pete S am p ra s, Pam Sbriver, Steffi 
Graf, Monica Seles, Mary Joe Fernandez and Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vi carlo. The tennis was strictly on an exhibition level to help raise 
money for Ashe’s newly formed foundation to fight AIDS. But 
for the record. Agassi defeated Sampras 7-4, and Shriver defeated 
Sancfaez-Vicario 7-3. In the pro/am portion of foe fund-raiser, 
Navratilova and television r epor ter Mike Wallace beat Dinkins' 
and Seles, the number-one ranked women player ra the world. 

, ;■ } :.‘.c .VC.: ..... ■ 


FIFA turn down meeting about Maradona 


ZURICH (R) — The International Football Federation (FIFA) 
has turned down a request from Na poti for a meeting about Diego 
Maradona’s future and told the Italians to sort it out themselves. 
FIFA said Monday they had been contacted by Napoli to discuss 
the contractual row with their absent Argentine star, who has 
served his 15-month ban for drug abuse.. FIFA official Michel 
Zen-Ruffinen said: “I can confirm we have received a request 
from AS Napoli for an urgent meeting with the.general secretary 
to discuss foe case of Diego Maradona, but no meeting has been 
planned for now or the immediate future. Mr. Zeo-Ruffinea, 
assistant to FIFA General Secretary Sepp Blatter and bead of the 
legal department said that as Spanish chib Sevilla was interested 
in signing Maradona, who refuses to return, to Napoli, tire two 
dubs, should sort out foe transfer arran g ements themselves. 


WELL, IT'S SORT 
OP A WHITE LIE.. 




OH, HE'S A FINE VS04.D! 
WATCH DOG.SlRl 1 HEED 
You CAN HAVE 
HIM FOR TWO J TT? 
dollars; jaXjRF 


dash it au, man, 

BURGLARS ENTERED MV 

HOME LAST NIGHT AND 


mm 

•mm 


STOLE EVERYTHING AND 
THAT WATCH DOG WDNt 
DO A THING* 


HQ, HE DIDN'T 
WATCH THEM.' 
he slept ail 

NIGHT THRU . 


WHILE THEY I 
STDLElr-^ 


LITTLE 


akeupthe! 


WAKE UP THE* 
BUS WATCH DQG! 




WATCH 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 1992 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FSgMer Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make a medal point to do those 
Hwip today that bring you un- 
moved health and vitality and 
keep you off the streafid side of the 

track. Doing fai o un for others 
brings yon closer. 


or public part of your activities 
now and don’t let a condition at 
your residence keep you from a 
vocational outlet. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Except for some new situation that 
is apt to be momentarily upsetting 
this is a great day for yon to 
express your wishes to your usual 
contacts. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Let 
a business person express that per- 
sons views to you and then yon can 
turn them to your advantage so 
that you can make considerable 
gains from them. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Many new ideas are coursing 
through yon mind and they are all 
good and you can also apply them 
to some usual daily activity that 
requires a boost 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to join with those 
who are experienced in the tines of 
activity that are important to you 
and get their advice for your 
advancement 


GEMINI: (May 21 id June 21) You 
have many good ideas for gaining 
your i ntimate ajots dow and the 
opposition extended by an outside 
associate merely pushes you to 
greater results. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A private goal am be 
attained by you now n you do not 
let some usual activity keep you 
from handling it in a very intelli- 
gent man ner. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
attachment does not like a friend 
you need to see and might try to 
prevent die meeting but make a 
point to tactfully do so for benefits 
to follow. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 2Z to 
December 21) Throw out an idea 
that you feel can be helpful to you 
so that a logical minded individual 
can consider it and you get the best 
possible advice. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have all kinds of 
interest i ng advanced methods for 
getting your usual activities on a 
better operative plane and to gain 
the respect of a bigwig. 


VIRGO: (August 22 tn September 
22) Concentrate upon the worldly 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Consider wefl what you can 
do to have a better time pleasing 
the one of whom you are most fond 
and happier rotnamtcaDy at this 
period. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider today more zip and 
pizazz at your own residence so 
that your family wQI be happier 
and so there win be more spin! at 
borne. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Are there 200 wet dogs hiding in the 
house, or is that your feet?" 


THAT SCRAM BLED WOftO XSAttfe 
_ by Hand Ammo and Bob Lee 


1 UrwrariUeiheaB fotir Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ortflriaiy words. 


TOQUA 


What's your problem? 

m/ e 


ORACK 



ENNKLE 


A PERSON 
SOMETIMES GOES 
TO A SHRINK 
FOR A CHECKUP — 


CIPTED 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: HEFTY LIGHT MODERN BUSHB. 


Answer Where a person who mbbehavs® at bare 
sometimes ends up - BEHB vP ITEM 


THE. Daily Crossword by. 


ACROSS 
1 As — swat hen 
6Lawgp. 

10 "Lore a*, 
trust—” 
(Shakespeare) 

14 “Let's Make—” 

15 Tiny amount 

16 Actress Moore 

17 Whimsical 
19 Saharan 
20Sfl*esttem 

21 Chicken's place 

22 Bom 

nel,k,il, nielli 
rt R onqpgypji 

24 Lazy pooches? 
28 Kind of button 

27 Place of stator 

28 Turtle 
31 Masts 

34 Mttmtaki ridge 

35 Lamp fuel? 






HlIIHin 


!■■■■ 

!■■■■ 


41 DO W 

* house murk 

42 Non-graduating 


m BKirem MBA SsnlBM. Mel 
AumgMin— was 


44 Debussy's 

45 Astute 

48 Zigzag braids . 
SO T o m wi ao d 
82 City on me 
■ Trochee 
SSCotaaound 

C4 «■* » ■ 

U* TVDOOMX 3 

55 Greedy 
58 Name of a mme 
aft Scalar* place 
80 Lahore 
61 C b pc nm 
82 Dk* 

S3 Two-wheeled 


7 Short whip 
econsio 
9 Parvenu* 

10 Skw In tempo 

11 Savagely Owes 

12 Desert prince 

13 Expensive 
18 Stopper 
23 AM word 
25 Weed 

AP **■- - * — • 

Avrarumorin s 
work* 

28 Percussion 
ro t a s n er ds 
28 Stream dspotit 
30 BuHdkn 


J72 


DOWN 

1 War chaw 

2 numb 

3 Storehouse 
4fMa riser 
SCMmacNnaa 
SSoiong 


31' Hah 

32 Poker hokfing 

33 Shocfckigty 


nnnn nnnnn nnrs 
nnnn ~nnnn nn~n 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnrnnnn 
nnnnn ^nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn rr.nn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnrm nnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
n~nn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 


34 Friendship 
37 Hood 
aSCstsouid 
40 'Sound 


41 Bole down 


. 43 Kkxt or leather SO Sonny — 

■- 44KMefsttt SI''— ben 
46 Telecast ageki aabrT 
47Seelhhg 52— nfa 

48 Mate watertight 56 Lace, for short 
48«ujdent . srchfe 


















1 




JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 


Uganda to sell all state-owned companies 




?! 


3 


KAMPALA (R) — Uganda is to 
seQ its fcws**nakmg state com- 
panies in a sweeping programme 
aimed at pulling tbe east African 
nation out of its economic woes. 

Finance ministry officials said 
President Yoweri Museveni’s 
government, which won power 
after a five-year bosh war in 
1986 , would sell all 130 state* 
owned firms. 

An advertisement in a load 
newspaper said tbe companies 
ranged from tbe large but poorly 
managed coffee board, railways, 
ekxfcnaty. board, and posts and 
tderonummrations firm to a tiny 
firm of meat packers and a chain 
of fresh foods stems. 

“I support fervently the prog* 


rannne of p ri v atisation. I am tired 
of corrupt and unpatriotic 
bureaucrats who do not know foe 
value of social property,” Presi- 
dent Museveni told reporters re- 
cently .when asked about his im- 
pending ambitions economic re- 
form prog ramm e. 

Government sources said the 
sales were at the instigation of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank. 

The sale of companies in which 
the government has a stake repre- 
sents a major step towards forc- 
ing a change of attitude in firms 
that have been plagued by bad 
ma nag eme nt and corruption.. 

“The government of the Re- 
public of Uganda has embarked 


Financial 

Markets 



in 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U5. Dollar ta tutor— Honat Haricot 

■ 

HEW0RK 


Gurney 

CLOSE 

**28/8/92 

CLOSE 

**31/8/92 

Sterling PmwF 

1.9830 

L.9832 

Deutsche Mark 


1.4103 

Swiss Franc 

.1.2604 

1.2623 

French Franc 

4.8000 


Japanese Yea 

123.05 

123.42 

Evropean Carreay Unit 

1.4330 

1 .4344** 


USD 


STG 


GMT 


31/0/92 


Curacy 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 



U.S. Dollar 

3.43 

3.43 

EKZM 

3 . 6 ? 

Sterling Pwmd 

10.06 

10.62 

10.62 

10.68 

f Deutsche Mark 

9.68 

9.81 

9.68 

9.62 

Swiss Franc 

7.63 

7.69 

7.69 

7.69 

French Franc 

10.19 

10.41 

10.53 

.10.56 

Japanese Yn 

3793 

3.87 

37/3 

3.7/ 

Eoropean Cnrrency Unit 

11.09 

11.12 

DO 



cacaaAv ILS. Data IjMMWor oqn fr l to 


3118/92 



■gjgjgi 

E233I 

Metal 

| USD/Oi 

JDtfGm 

| Gold | 

340.50 

4.45 

Sflvcr 

3.72 

.080 


, -2IKantf 


Cratral tak«f 


31/8/92 


Currency 

I^^EnH 

Oder 

U.S. Dollar 

0.633 

0.665 

Sterling Pound 

1.3127 

1.3193 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4690 

0.4713 

Swiss Franc 

0.5244 

0.5270 

French Franc 

0.1377 

0.1384 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5378 

0.5405 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4158 

0.4179 

Swedish Krona 

0.1282 

0.1288 

Un fan Lira* 

0.061 5 

0.0618 

Belgian Franc 

0.02205 



31/8/91 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraipi Dinar 

7.7300 

7.7400 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.0265 

0.0295 

Saadi Riyal 

0.7762 

b.1780 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2300 

2.3700 

Qatari Riyal 


0 . wo 


0.2000 

0.2100 

Omani Riyal 

1.6960 

1.7100 

UAE Dirham 

0.1796 

0.1810 

Greek Drachma 1 ’ \ 

0.3720 

0.3725 

-Lj[n lyOm 1 

1.6100 

7 .6300 


ou a major reform and tfivesti- 
ture programme of its public en- 
terpnse sector with a view to 
retfocing fin ancial losses and the 
admamOatm burden of .main- 
taining them,” the advertisement 
said. 

A finance npmstty official told 
Rentas some firms would be sold 
outright to tbe highest bidder, 
wink! others would form part- 
nerships with foreign companies 
or have their- assets leased out. 

“At the end of it all we snail 
have no ownership of firms as a 

go vernm ent. Our job will be to 
tax these basin essess,” he 
pointed out. 

President Museveni’s rivals 
have been quick to charge that 
the government was auctionin g 
the country. 


But President Museveni, has 
strong defended die sales saying 
his policies would ensure better 
management and efficiency. 

Uganda began its political and 
‘ economic decline under the flam- 
boyant but bloodthirsty rule of 

Idi Amin in tbe 1970s. In pne act 

which threw the economy into 
chaos, Mr. Amin ordered the 
expulsion of 70,000 Asians who 
dominated the business commun- 
ity. 

Ihe economy has also suffered 
from a stamp in tbe world price of 
coffee, which accounts for 95 per 
cent of exports. 

Tbe IMF has since 1987 led 
Uganda to reforms such as tighter 
-fiscal policies, agricultural pro- 
ducer price increases, freer trade 
and a widening of die tax base. 


Compaq unveils world’s 
fastest desktop printer 

NEW YORK (R) — Compaq 
Computer Corp. introduced 
Monday what It said was foe 
world’s fastest desktop [wi n ter, 
capable of printing as many as 20 
pajyx a minute. 

The co m p an y said its $5,499 
Compaq Pagemaro 20 is tbe 
world’s all-aroand desktop 

[w in ter — twice as fast on average 
than Hewlett-Packard CO's 
Lasojct IDSL 

It also introduced a slightly 
slower model — foe $3,999 15- 
page-per-mznate Compaq Page- 
marq 15. The two models, avail- 
able immediately, are foe first 
product introductions from Com- 
paq’s new peripherals division. 

Both ose the two leading prin- 


■JBET-d can switch auto- 
matically betwe e n them without 
any nser i nter ve n tion. 

Compaq said tbe network prin- 
ter market is growing at 25 per 
cent a year and that the overall 
printer market will be $30 billion 
by 1995. 

It said the Pagemarq 20 was 
for d ep artmental net- 
works with more than 20 users, 
and foe Pagemarq 15 is aimed for 
use in design mid engineering 
graphics applications. 

Both prin t e rs connect directly 
to Novell Inc. and Apple Compn- 
•ter Inc. networks, the company 
said, and op to five links can be 
active at the same time. 
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sumac 

mom 

n 

Ha 

pan*""* 

CiaffXBQ 

nuts 

1,663 

3.850 

2.650 

2.830 

m.oM 

3.150 

3.150 

2.250 

3,030 

3.930 

2.900 

2.900 

330 

2.350 

2.300 

2.300 

10. M3 

2.320 

2.230 

2.280 

10,370 

2.940 

2.990 

2.950 

1,340 

3.380 

3.320 

3.400 

214.110 

1.230 

1.230 

1.240 

•74,887 

1.490 

1.310 

1.540 

80,777 

3.160 

3.180 

2.230 

314,336 

4.310 

4.340 

4.730 

41,040 114.000 114.000 

114.000 

373 

2.900 

2.950 

2.950 

2.520 

2.940 

2.800 

. 2—800 

34.773 

3.740 

2.730 

2.780 

60.368 

3.330 

3.320 

3.320 

10.423 

1.260 

1.270 

1.250 

253.322 

4.700 

4.660 

4.870 

' 20,227 

1.310 

1.190 

1.240 

234 

2.340 

2.340 

2.340 

414,48V 

1.940 

2.010 

3.060 

1,832 

0.2BD 

0.290 

0.240 

14,454 

1.000 

1.010 

1.000 

14,463 

0.900 

0.930 

0.930 

20,497 

0.440 

0.440 

0.650 

5.340 

3.400 

3-300 

3.300 

3V.443 

1.400 

1.410 

1.470 

103,234 

2.340 

2.310 

2.410 

48,830 

124,054 

7.400 

4.440 

7.470 

8.860 

7.430 

8.700 

. 3,*13 

3.400 

3.420 

3.630 

1,000 

21.000 

20.000 

20.000 

149,184 

4.390 

5.330 

5.370 

9,385 

6.350 

3.400 

6.400 

30,805 

3.490 

3.490 

3.C00 

138,343 

8.800 

6.650 

9.000 

13,943 

4.700 

4.700 

4.730 

7,840 

0.700 

0.690 

0.480 

1,310 

2.400 

2.420 

2.420 

133,479 

3.060 

3.040 

3.1X0 

. 10.991 

0.380 

0.380 

0.610 

■14.533 

3.800 

3.800 

3.940 

3,560 

13.810 

12.100 

11.900 

2,330 

3.320 

3.320 

1.300 

707 

1.340 

1.670 

1.570 

6,600 

2.800 

2.840 

2.830 

353 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1,285 

2.380 

2.570 

2.570 

13.850 

3.600 

3.410 

3.800 

50,133 

3.680 

3.720 

3.440 

31,343 

1.260 

1.270 

1.280 

710 

1.420 

1.420 

1.420 

43,01* 

0.480 

0.470 

0.470 

81,037 

4.640 

4.700 

4.780 

, 338.444 

2.140 

2.180 

2.180 

. 8,291 

7.880 

H 

7.870 

Sr]j^ 

4,097,571' 
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Tel: 677420 


CONCORD 


RAT MAN RETURNS 

Shows: 330. 6:15, 830. 1030 


i 



r Cmema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



SPLASH 

Shows: 1230, 330, &IS, *30. 1030 

fecial show for children on Thursdays and 
Fridays on 11:00 am 


RETURN TO OZ 






Tel: 67557T 

Nabfl A 1 MasMni Theatre 



Tel: 625155 


at 6:00 p.m. daily 
Shahrazad and Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy for all members of 
\ the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation Is needed. 




The next show is: 

(Taa’ Waqaymeh) 


AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 
(former Rainbow cinema) 


“Ahlan New World Order 


awes starts at 9 pjL 



Egypt tiptoes towards privatisation 


CAIRO (R) — A senior official 
in c harge of Egypt's vital priva- 
tisation programme said Sunday 
the government was determined 
not to undervalue assets and 
jeopardise foe long-awaited first 
sales of public firms. 

“We are insisting before we sell 
any shares that their value (at 
issue) is tbe real (market) value,” 
Fooad Abdul Wahhab, chairman 
of the Public Enterprise Office 
(PEO), told Renters in an inter- 
view. 

But after a year of planning 
and evaluation of Egypt’s hun- 
dreds of ailing state firms, 
businessmen say actual sates 
would send a signal Egypt is 
serious about unleashing market 
forces winch would far outweigh 
any acco un t in g losses. 

“We feel its vital (to move) 
now otherwise it’s going to be too 
late,” said Taker A1 Sherif, 


secretary of the Egyptian 
Businessmen’s Association 
(EBA). “They must look not 
only at profit or loss of (mdi- 
vidnal) sales ... They must realise 
the opportunity cost of losing 
b u sines s confidence.” 

Privatisation is a key part of an 
ambitions economic reforms 
Egypt worked oat last year with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) that aim to and decades of 
socialist-style central planning 
and launch a free market eco- 
nomy. 

Egypt carried out monetary 
and fiscal reforms without a 
hitch, freeing interest and ex- 
change rates last year, cutting its 
budget deficit and curbing infla- 
tion to 9.5 per cent last month 
despite removing subsidies. 

Public sector reforms, which 
will involve laying workers off. 


are bo^ed down by political 
sensitivities and because officials 
trying to implement them are 
scattered in various government 
bodies and are not in constant 
contact 

Mr. Abdul Wahhab said two or 
three firms from a batch of 20 
“candidates” would be sold to the 
public perhaps before the end of 
1992 or early next year.” 

But be said sales would be 
hampered and the small investor 
discouraged with Cairo’s stock 
exchange, dormant since a wave 
of nationalisations m the 1960s, 
was revamped to make trading 
the shares easy and responsive to 
market fluctuations. 

Contact with the Capital Mar- 
kets Authority (CMA) which 
controls foe stock exchange was 
not what he had hoped, he said. 

The PEO reports directly to 


Prime Minster Atef Sedki white 
foe CMA foils under Economy 
Minister Youssri Monstapfaa. 

Each reform measure must also 
pass through foe Office of Minis- 
ter of Cabinet Affairs Atef 
Obeid, who suggests administra- 
tive and legal frameworks for 
them, and the nmaistny of justice 
where texts for the laws are 
drawn up. 

The EBA’s Sherif, represent- 
ing hundreds of Egypt’s most 
influential businessmen, said a 
large part of the batch should be 
sold and tbe stock market up 
active before the end of 1992. 

If not, businessmen waiting for 
stru ct ura l .reforms to remove 
market distortions and start to 
create an enterprise society, will 
withhold vital investment in pro- 
duction and Egypt’s whole re- 
form programme will run 
aground, he said. 


Business group sees NAFTA 
benefiting U.S. and Canada 


WASHINGTON (R) — Mexico 
is e m e rgi ng as a major force fix 
economic growth throughout 
N, America and a proposed free 
trade zone comprising the United 
States, Canada and Mexico 
would spur this growth, a busi- 
ness group has raid. 

The U.S. Conference Board, a 
business research group, added 
that fears of U.S. and Canadian job 
losses from a North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAF- 
TA) were overstated. 

Mexico, Canada and tbe Un- 
ited States, after 14 months of 
negotiations, reached a tentative 


ag ree m ent on Aug. 12 to end alt 
trade barriers between their 
countries within 15 years. 

Details of NAFTA are now 
being worked out, and legisla- 
tures of tbe three countries are 
expected to vote on the agree- 
ment early next year. 

Tfre business study said fast 
growth in Mexico would offset 
contin uin g U.S. and Canadian 
sluggishness and would account 
for about 15 per cent of North 
American demand this year. 

Joining the New York-based 
U.S. group in tbe study were tbe 
Conference Board of Canada and 
Mexico’s Centro de Estudios 


Economkos del Sector Privado. 

Noting fears that U.S. and 
Canadian firms would move to 
Mexico to utilise its lower wages 
— often 75 per cent lower — the 
study said labour differences 
were not that large when adjusted 
for productivity. 

GaO Foster, tbe U.S. board’s 
chief economist and author of tbe 
study, said: “Tbe most compell- 
ing reason to es tablish a presence 
in Mexico is to tap foe enormous 
long-term potential of the Mex- 
ican market and because Mexico 
offers a gateway to foe rest of 
South America.” 


to cut 
workforce 
over next 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's second 
largest carmaker, Nissan Motor 
Co. Ltd, plans to reduce its work- 
force by 4,000 people over the 
next three years through natural 
r etirement and reduced recruit- 
ment, a Nissan spokesman said 
Monday. 

Nissan said Friday that slow 
vehicle sales at-home and abroad 
had forced it to reviseforecasts for 
1992/93 to a parent current loss of 
15 bflbon yen ($121.5 million), 
down from a May forecast of a 40 
billion yen ($323 .9 nriHioo) profit 
and against an actual 87.76 bil- 
lion ($710.6 minion) profit in 
91/92. 

There was a 6.6 per cent drop 
in domestic vehicle sates in die 
first half of this year from foe first 
half of 1991. 

Nissan employs 56,000 after 
hiring 4,400 new gra duat es in 
1991/92. 

To achieve its targeted work- 
force reduction by March 31, 
1995, the company will reduce 
annual recruitments to just under 
3,000 a year. Tbe cuts will take 
away 3,000 people fromproduo- 
tion divisions and 1;000 from 
other departments. 

Nissan is likely to increase the 
number of workers seconded to 
sales dealers from the current 
1,700, the spokesman said, 
although it has not yet made a 
final decision on the move. 

Nikko Research Centre Ltd.’s 
analyst Noriyuki Matsushima 
said Nissan’s sales were unlikely 
to recover until 1994, when over- 
all demand for passenger cars is 
expected to pick up. 

“Nissan failed to introduce 
vehicles meeting Japanese con- 
sumers demand. They have no 
new vehicles which consumers 
want That is tbe biggest prob- 
lem,” Mr. Matsushima said. 

Nissan is also tikely to be hit by 
-the rising yen, which makes its 
exports more expensive in dollar 
terms. 

The dollar ended at 123.42 yen 
in Tokyo Monday after opening 
at a new 1992 low of 122.90 yen. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL 667171 


‘South African economy 
needs painful reform 9 


PRETORIA (R) — Sooth Afri- 
ca, mired in its longest recession 
since 1908, must s u ffer further 
pain in order to secure healthy 
and sustainable economic 
growth. Reserve (central) Bank 
Governor Chris Stak has said. 

"The country is now faced not 
only with an urgent need for 
cyclical recovery, but also with 
some painful structural adjust- 
ments to bring the economy back 
onto a path of sustainable higher 
growth,” he said. 

Such recovery also depended 
ou restoring political and social 
stability, he told the bank’s 
armnal m eetin g. 

“The keen in teres t shown in 
the economy by many local and 
foreign investors in the early 
months of 1992, before the break- 
down in tbe political nego tiations, 
provided encouraging signs of 
what could be expected if South 
Africans can only get their poli- 
tical act together,” he said. 

Mr. Stak said signs a year ago 
pointing to recovery had proved 
misleading and the recession, 
whidi had now lasted nearly 
three and a half year, had 
deepened in the first half erf 1992. 

Reasons included a slower re- 
covey than expected in major 
industrialised economies, severe 
drought and disappointing prog- 
ress in negotiations on a post- 
apartheid con sti t u tion. 

He also cited increased vio- 
lence and industrial action, and a 
further erosion of investor and 
consumer confidence. 

South Africa had already gone 
some way to restructuring its eco- 
nomy. The foreignn debt account 
bad consolidated, the balance of 


payments was relatively sound, 
growth in money supply had sta- 
bilised. along with tbe exchange 
rate, and some inflationary press- 
ures had been tamed. 

"Much more, however, re- 
mains to be done,” Mr. Stab 
said. 

Financial markets for mstan- 
ce, especially that for foreign ex- 
change, must be liberalised furth- 
er to ensure more realistic in- 
terest and exchange rates. 

Greater coordination was 
needed in overall macroeconomic 
policies, in a programme incor- 
porating fiscal, monetary, labour, 
trade and indnstial strategies. 

It would have to provide for 
special local needs, such as a 
social programme taldng account 
of current large gaps in wealth 
and income between whites and 
the five-to-one black majority. 

Responding to growing calls 
for tbe centra] bank to relax 
monetary policy in order to boost 
the economy, he said this conld 
stoke inflation, which has ex- 
ceeded 10 per cent a year for 20 
years and, measured by consumer 
prices, is now ranting at 15.1 per 
cent a year: 


Russia 


central 
handouts 
of raw 
materials 

MOSCOW (R) — Acting Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar has formally scrapped the 
communist distributioh system 
under whidi enterprises received 
their raw materials from the 
state, Interfax News Agency said 
Monday. 

It said Mr. Gaidar had signed a - 
government regulation abolishing 
“all forms of state supplies of 
material resources and their <fis- ’ 
tribution from the centre.” 

Fkom now on, enterprises will ■ 
have to stand on their own feet 
and obtain supplies by signing 
contracts with each other, the ■ 
order said. 

It marked one more step by 
Mr. Gaidar’s reformist govern-, 
ment to dismantle the old com- ‘ 
stand economy and create a free . 
market in its place. 

Under the new system, the 
state wifi meet its own needs by *. 
placing orders for goods and ser- 
vices through tenders and com- 
petitions. 

Enterprises supplying goods to 
the state under such tenders will 
be paid from tbe budget but will 
have to buy the necessary raw 
materials and equipment on their 
own, Interfax said. 

A new member of the Russian 
government said recently that 
Russia must protect key sectors 
of its ailing economy as it moves 
towards the free market. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Vladimir Sbumeiko saying the 
government needed to restruc- 
ture industry and ensure econo- 
mic reforms were irreversible. 


FANTASTIC! 

DRAMATIC! 

ARTISTIC! 

ARISTOCRATIC! 


This is not publicity 
It’s advertising 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of master bedroom, with a bathroom, 
two bedrooms with a bathroom, a small bedroom 
with a bathroom, two ■sitting-rooms, dining room, 
kitchen with a dining comer, guest toilet, garden, 
car parks and large courtyards. 

Building area: 350 sg.m 
Location: Prince Bashed Suburb, 
near the Eighth Circle, American 
School and Automobile Club 
Call: 9.00 ajn.-1.00 pm. & LOO pjn.-7.00 pjn. 
Tel.: 815505 or 815808 


Mercedes Classic For Sale 

1969 model, 300 SEL, 3.5 litres, black, good 
condition, all parts original. 

Call 697520 or 640813 after 12:00 noon. 


FOR RENT 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Ona-bedroom — Cvtng-cfinSng room, kitchen and bath. ■ 

* Two-bedrooms - living - dining room, kitchen and bath. 

A fj ft InfrwilwwiA 

L.rL ot raiepnones. 

Location: JabaJ Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tftfc 687M2 — 642351 — 683443 


Defence Furnished Flat 

Three bedrooms (one master), salon, dining, living 
etc... at Dahiat A! Rasheed. New building, newly 
furnished, two separate entrances, heating, car park, 
2 balconies. 

Diplomatic families preferred 

Available as from Sept 1st. 

Tel. 693310 from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment of distinction in 
Abdoun. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. Ground 
floor, 2 storey building, suitable for immedi- 
ate occupancy. JD 12,000 per year. 

Fully fitted kitchen, TV, phone, lovely garden, 
persona! parking place, and many other 
features. 

Rarely available, potentially stunning in a 
prestigeous location for foreign personnel. 

For further information, please call 
tel. 693037 
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Sarajevo calm after yet 
another bloody Sunday 



SARAJEVO (R) — Sarajevo 
was generally quiet Monday after 
a weekend of bloody fighting 
which dented hopes, raised by 
last week’s London peace confer- 
ence, of an early end to the war in 


Apart from some mortaring 
and machinegun fire around the 
old town before dawn, rival Serbs 
and Muslims fighting for control 
of the Bosnian capital gave re- 
spite to the 380,000 trapped resi- 
dents after midnight, local repor- 
ters said. 

The lull in the fighting came 
after a shell struck civilians 
queuing for bread in a crowded 
open market Sunday, killing at 
least seven people and wounding 
scores of others. 

Reporters at the blood- 
spattered scene later counted 
seven bodies in hospitals and 
mortuaries. The Bosnian govern- 
ment put die casualty toll at 16 
people killed and 78 injured. 

It was not clear who was re- 
sponsible for the attack. 

Muslim-controlled local televi- 
sion suggested it proved the Serbs 
bad no intention of complying 
with agreements readied at the 
London peace conference last 
week to band over their heavy 
weapons to the United Nations. 


The Bosnian Serb leadership 
denied involvement and accused 
the Muslim Bosnian leadership of 
staging yet another massacre to 
garner world sympathy. 

Britain’s Independent news- 
paper reposted earlier this month 
a U.N. memorandum suggesting 
the May bread queue attack was 
carried out by Bosnian forces so 
that blame would be pinned on 
the Serbs. 

Serbs and Muslims reported 
over the weekend that a four- 
month Serb siege of the eastern 
Bosnian town of Gorazde M 
ended, but the U.N. cancelled a 
relief convoy to the town at the 
last minute and the position re- 
mained confused. 

An official for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees told 
Reuters that the Serb military 
had warned that the situation 
around Gorazde was “so fluid 
they would not give us a one per 
cent chance of getting through.” 

U.N. sources said they inter- 
preted this to mean that heavy 
fighting was continuing along the 
road into the Muslim town. 

Gorazde, 60 kilometres south- 
east of Sarajevo, with a popula- 
tion of 35.QGQ swollen by a huge 
influx of refugees, has been vir- 
tually cut off since April. It is 


believed to be without water, 
electricity, food or medicines. 

Bosnia’s Serb leader, Radovan 
Karadzic, promised in London 
not to initiate further fighting in 
Bosnia and said. Serb forces 
would hand over heavy weapons 
to U.N. control within a week. 

But fighting has raged on un- 
bated. Sporadic shelling and 
heavy gunfire echoed in 
Sarajevo’s Hrasoo district 
throughout Sunday and mortar 
fire was heavy in toe old town at 
dusk. The headquarters of the 
U.N. Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) was hit by small arms fire. 

Bosnia's Muslim President AB- 
ja Izetbegovic said in a magazine, 
interview Monday that toe West 
had betrayed its own principles 
by ignoring his region’s problems. 

“The West’s lade of political 
will is... surprising us unpleasant- 
ly,'’ Mr. Izetbegovic told News- 
week in an interview conducted 
after the London peace talks. 

“The West betrayed its own 
principles. It is fortunate that the 
West (fidn’t hesitate as much as it 
is doing now at the beginning of 
the second world war. We would 
have Nazi rule in toe world.” 

He accused Serbs of systemati- 
cally deporting Muslim civilians 
from north Bosnia to consolidate 


Fresh violence erupts in German city 


BERLIN (AP) — About 150 
right-wing extremists tried to 
storm a home for refugees in the 
eastern German city of Cottbus 
for the third straight night but 
were-driven back by police in a 
three-hour dash, officials said 
Monday. 

The disturbance was part of a 
weekend of rightist violence that 
tut about 20 German towns and 
dries, most of them in toe econo- 
. nhcafly struggling east. Officials 
are bracing for more trouble. 

In Berlin, assailants detonated 
a bomb that damaged a monu- 
ment to Jews deported to Nazi 
; concentration camps, police said. 

The city's Jewish community 
1 said there was an “obvious con- 
nection" between the attack and 
'toe wave of rightist tenor. Berlin 
authorities said an anti-terror was 
investigating the homing that 
took place late Sunday, but did 


not say why they suspect. 

An unmanageable influx of re- 
fugees — sor for this year double 
tiie record pace of 1991 when 
256,000 were registered — has 
led to the surge in rightist vio- 
lence, which started with five 
nights of riots in the northern city 
of Rostock. 

. In Cottbus, the rioters buried 
stones and small firebombs at 
police, authorities said in a state- 
ment. The rightists also torched a 
car in Cottbus, near the Polish 
border about 120 kilometres 
southeast of Berlin. 

The lastest trouble in Cottbus 
began Sunday night and ended 
early Monday. Sixteen rioters 
were arrested. None of the 
approximately 1,000 refugees liv- 
ing in the shelter was reported 
injured. 

However, a woman journalist 
was injured when one of the 
rioters shot a blank-firing pistol 


near her face, toe police said, but 
provided do further details. 

Rightist extremists also had 
tried to storm the refugee shelter 
in Cottbus late Friday and Satur- 
day nights. 

Most of the attention so for h y 
been focused on Rostock, about 
170 kilometres northwest of Ber- 
lin near toe Baltic coast, where 
rightists started their tampans 
on Aug. 22. 

The mass-circulation Bild 
newspaper said Monday that tele- 
vision reporters from the United 
States and France paid young 
people in Rostock to give the 
Nazis’ outstretched hand salute 
before the TV cameras. 

“Police are investi gating " Bild 
said in a front-page report. 

In Bonn, the government is . 
considering formation of a special 
police unit to combat right-wing 
extremism. 


Rebels muster around Liberian capital 


MONROVIA (R) — Charles 
Taylor’s rebel fighters are 
mustering outside Liberia's capit- 
al Monrovia and are poised to 
strike, the commander of a West 
African peacekeeping force has 
said. 

ECOMOG field commander 
Nigerian General tshaya Bakut 
told reporters his men bad 
noticed troop and vehicle move- 
ments near the port capital over 
the last few days. 

He said Taylor's Nation al Pa t- 
riotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), 
driven out of northwest Liberia 
by toe rival ULIMO militia, also 
had deployed heavy artillery. 

Asked whether the 7. 000- 
strong ECOMOG, sent to Liber- 
ia at the height of the 1990 civil 
war, expected an imminent attack 
on Monrovia, Gen. Bakut re- 
plied: "We assume they can be 
directed against Monrovia. But 1 
don’t want to speculate about the 
NPFL’s plans.” 


The troop movements have 
taken place around RobertsfiekJ, 
Liberia’s main airport east of 
Monrovia, and around the rebel 
stronghold of Kakata, reported to 
be toe next target of the United 
Liberation Movement 'for Demo- 
cracy in Liberia (ULIMO). 

Gen. Bakut acknowledged that 
ECOMOG bad taken steps to 
reinforce protection of the capit- 
al, which was devastated when 
Mr. Taylor’s men fought the late 
President Samnel Doe’s forces in 
1990. 

Gen. Bakut went on Liberian 
Radio to call on Monrovians to 
be on the alert and ensure their 
own security, hinting that 25,000 
refugees who have escaped the 
latest fighting and flooded into 
the capital could indude NPFL 
sympathisers. 

Tension has been growing in 
the city since ULIMO, a Sierra 
Leone-based mflitia largely made 
up of Doe’s former soldiers, cap- 


tured the western Bonn, Lofo and 
Cape Mount counties from the 
NPFL in a suprise two-week 
offensive. 

ULIMO's new push has halted 
ECOMOG’s prog ram me to set 
up a buffer zone between Liberia 
and Sierra Leone and disarm all 
the rival factions. 

Mr. Taylor, who until two 
weeks ago controlled all of Liber- 
ia outride the capital, called Fri- 
day for a mass mobilisation 
against ULIMO. But toe long- 
awaited retaliatory strike has yet 
to materialise. 

“The NPFL must be making 
arrangements for a counter- 
attack on ULIMO positions. 
ULIMO must be aware of this 
and taking steps to resist,’’ Gen. 
Bakut said. 

He condemned what he called 
a “weC -orchestra ted cam paign of 
blackmail” by the NPFL to con- 
vince Liberians that ECOMOG 
and ULIMO were in league. 


TV Goes on Quayle hunt 


PASADENA, California (R) — 
Television stars and executives 
went on a Quayle hunt at the 
annual Emmy Awards ceremony, 
taking revenge for U.S. Vice 
President Dan Quayle’s remarks 
about the top-rated comedy show 
Murphy Brown. 

“Boy, Quayle’s really getting 
stomped tonight," said comedian 
Dennis Miller, host of the 
Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences honours ceremony. 

The Emmys, television's 
equivalent of film’s Academy 
Award Oscars, are the highest 
honours toe industry can bestow. 

Quayle upset the television in- 
dustry in particular and Holly- 
wood in general when he attack- 
ed CBS television's top-rated 
Murphy Brown comedy after the 
show’s main character, of the 
same name, elected to have a. 
baby oat of wedlock. 

He said the episode showed a 
lack of family values, a theme- 
that has since become a corner- 
stone of the Republican Party’s 
presidential election platform. 
Quayle then went on to attack 
Hollywood's “cultural elite.” 

The industry’s answer was to 
vote Morphy Brown the out- 
standing comedy series of the 
year, and to award its star. Can-, 
dice Bergen, the Emmy for out- 
standing actress in a comedy 
series. 

Bergen, who plays Murphy 
Brown, accepted her Emmy with 
the words: “I would like to thank 
die vice president, and 1 would 
like to thank the Television 
Academy and the members of the 
‘cultural elite’ for recognising me* 
and ‘Murphy’ once again." 


Bergen raised howls of laugh- 
ter when she gave special recogni- 
tion to the writers and producers, 
“for not only writing tome great 
words On the script) but spe ig 
them correctly,” a reference o 
Quayle's much-publicised sail- 
ing gaffes. 

Bergen later told reporters that 
she had not asked for the mantle 
of “patron saint of single moms,” 
and said she was not really pre- 
pared for it. 

Murphy Brown producer Di- 
ane English, accepting tire Emmy 
for best comedy, launched a cat- 
ting attack oo the vice president’s 
assertions that tingle parents lack- 
family values. . 

“I would like to thank in par- 
ticular all the single parents oat 
there who, either by choice or 
necessity, are raising their kids 
alone. Don't let anybody tell yon 
you’re not a family. 

“As Murphy herself said (in 
the series) T couldn’t possibly do 
■ a worse job raising my kid alone 
than the Reagans did with 
todis.’” 

While Murphy Brown walked 
away with the giants’ share of toe 
comedy awards, other big win- 
ners were Craig Nelson, voted 
outstanding bad actor in a oomr 
edy series for his role as Hayden 
Fox in toe ABC series Coach, 
and Christopher Lloyd, outstand- 
' mg lead actor hi a drama series 
for bis guest appearance in the 
Disney television series, Avon- 
lea. 

Northern Exposure, toe most 
nominated show this year with 16 
nominations, won toe Emmy for 
outstanding drama series. 

The award for outstanding lead 



Candice Bergen 

actress in a drama series went to 
Dana Deiany, star of the now- 
cancelled ABC series, China 
Beach. 

Other award winners included 
Laurie Metcalfe, who plays Jack- 
ie Harris in Roseanne Arnold’s 
fait ABC comedy, Roseanne, for 
outstanding supporting actress in 
a comedy series, and Richard 
Dysart, who plays Leland 
McKenzie, the tough, no- 
nonsense boss of a Los Angeles 
law firm in L.A.Law, for out- 
standing Hippo* ting actor in a 
drama series. 

Valerie Mahaffey wot out- 
standing supporting actress in a 
drama series for her portrayal of 
Eve in toe offbeat CBS series. 
Northern Exposure. 

British actress Amanda Ptum- 
mer was voted outstanding sup- 
porting actress in a mini-senes for 
her role as Lusia Weiss on NBC’s 
“hall of fame production” of NGss 
Rose White. 



Russia ready to pull out 
Baltic! troops in 1993 


A serioasty wooded Bosano Midi 
of a hospital ■ Sarajevo • 

Serbian-held territorial corridors 
to the ramp Yugoslav Federation 
dominated by Serbia. 

Nearly 9,000 people have been 
killed in five mouths of fi gh ting in 

Bosnia-Herzegovma. 

Meanwhile, David Owen, new 
co-chairman of Yugoslav peace 
talks sponsored by the European 
Community and the U.N., is to 
visit Portugal at the start of a 
European tour to prepare for his 
task, the Portuguese Foreign 
Mhtotry said. - 

A ministry spokeswoman said 
Mr. Owen, a former British fore- 
ten secretary, would lunch with 
Portuguese Foreign Minister 
Joao De Dens Pinheiro before 
heading for another unspecified 
European capital. 


soldier is carried to the 


Heavy fighting continues in 
Georgian autonomous region 


MOSCOW (R) — Government 
troops battled separatist forces in 
the Black Sea region of Abkhazia 
Monday for toe second straight 
day, Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze said. 

“Heavy battles are continuing 
in the region of Bzybslri Gorge,” 
local journalists quoted him as 
telling the radio in the former 
Soviet republic. 

The Gorge is just south of die town 
of Gagra, where fighting flared 
up Sunday despite a ceasefire 
agreement. Each side accused the 
other of launching a major offen- 
sive. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said serious 
dashes also took place Monday 
morning near the Gnraista River 
north of the Abkhazian capital 
Sukhumi, occupied by Georgian 
troops earlier tins month. 

The fighting has wrecked the 
new ceasefire, which had been 
designed to go into effect 
Monday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said there 
were heavy casualties around 
Gagra and Sukhumi. More than 
100 people have been killed in 
several weeks of fighting bet we en 
Georgian troops and Abkhazian 
forces, 

Russian Television quoted die 
Abkhazian parliament as saying 
at least 35 Georgians had been 
killed and 150 wounded in the 
latest fighting. 

.Mr. Shevardnadze, who sent 
troops into Abkhazia earlier this 


month after the regional parlia- 
ment effectively declared inde- 
pendence, appealed to the 
Abkhazian leadership to take all 
possible measures to stop the 
fighting. 

But he said there was no 
chance of Georgian forces being 
withdrawn from the region once 
toe fighting had ended. 

“Georgian forces are now on 
their own territory. Let no one 
forget that,** be said. 

Abkhazian leader Vladislav 
Ardrinba is pushing for more 
autonomy from the Transcauca- 
sian republic, racked by variqos 
ethnic dashes for the last 18 
months. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said be did 
not favour an attack on Mr. 
Ardzinba’s headquarters in the 
coastal town of Gudauta because 
this would cause great casualties. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, facing the 
worst crisis of his fivemontb role 
in Georgia, is dueto discuss ways 
of ending the conflict with Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin in 
Moscow Thursday. 

"'The Moscow meeting will be 
of enormous importance... I 
think the results win be positive. I 
have very high hopes for the 
meeting,” be said. 

Georgian Radio earlier said the 
fighting- had quietened after gov- 
ernment troops pushed two 
kflometres into Abkhazian-held 
territory around the coastal town 
of Gagra. 


Portugal, as president of the 
EC during the first half of 1992, 
played an i m port an t rote in coor- 
dinating EC policy on Yugosla- 
via. 

“Owen wants to sound us out 
on what we think about Yugoslav 
via,” the spokeswoman said. 

Until last week a senior Portu- 
guese diplomat, Jose Cutileiro. 
acted as .EC peace mediator for 
Bosma-Berzegovina. 

But Mr. Cutileiro stepped 
down, along onto the former 
chairman of the EC p r«or m-w 
for Yugoslavia, Lord Carrington, 
at a new enlarged Yugoslav peace 
conference in London, co- 
sponsored by the EC and United 
Nations. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia is pre- 
pared to withdraw all its 130,000 
troops from the three Baltic 
states next year, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Monday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, told Reuters he had 
‘ “unofficial information’ ' that 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
would make the offer of a 1993 
withdrawal to Lithuanian leader 
Vytautas Landsbeigis at a meet- 
ing next week. 

“The agreement which is being 
prepared for the Moscow meeting 
between Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Landsbergis on Sept. 8 contains 
that date, 1993,” toe official said. 

Russia had previously misted it 
cordd not start pulling out the 
troops before 1994. 

The Baltic republics — 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia — 
liken the forces to an occupying 
-army. 

If Mr. Yeltsin does propose the 
new date it will go some way to. 
improving Moscow’s rocky rela- 
tions with the newly independent 
Baltic states, which want the 
troops withdrawn quickly. 

Lithuanian, where a referen- 
dum earlier this year backed the 
immediate withdrawal of the 
troops, wants them out by the 
end of the year. 

The Russian official said he 
hoped that if the Lithuanians 


agreed to the 1993 proposal it 
could set a precedent for similar 
deals with Latvia and Estonia. 

“The Russian side has always 
been for toe solution of this prob- 
lems as soon as possible," be 
said. 

Russia supported the Baltic re- 
publics' independence drive bnt 
the presence of the troops has 
been poisoning relations since the 
three gained* frill autonomy last 
year in the wake of a failed 
.hardline Soviet coup. 

Earlier this month Russia prop- 
osed a complete withdrawal of 
the forces in 1994 as long as 
certain conditions were met. 

Moscow says it cannot pull the 
troops out immediately because 
there is no accommodation for 
them in Russia. 

It has also demanded special 
protection for servicemen in the 
region, an end to demands for 
compensation and help in bond- 
ing bousing for the troops. 

Moscow is unhappy at what it 
calls discriminatory laws on state 
languages and citizenship rights 
which, it says, relegate Russians 
to second-class citizens in the 
Baltic states. 

It says the troops still in the 
region and their families are de- 
moralised. There have been 
several clashes, some with 
fir e ar ms, between local police and 
Russian servicemen. 



Iliescu, opposition candidate 
lead in presidential race 


BUCHAREST pi) — Romanian 
President Ion Iliescu and opposi- 
tion alliance candidate Emil Con- 
stantinescu appear to have 
emerged as toe leading conten- 
ders in a six-man presidential 
election race. 

Nominations for the Sept. 27 
election closed at toe weekend. 

Iliescu, 62, a veteran commun- 
ist, is backed by the left-wing 
Democratic National Salvation 
Front (DNSF) party. Mr. Con- 
stantinesu, 52, a Bucharest Uni- 
versity rector, is the candidate of 
the multi-party Democratic Con- 
vention (DC). 

Another candidate is Caius 
Dragomir, 53, political strategist 
e rf the National Salvation front 
(NSF), toe senior party in the 
caretaker coalition government. 

Three nationalist politicians 
are also contesting the election, 
which is taking place jointly with 
a parliamentary election. 

They are; 

. — Gbeorghe Funar, 51, right- 
wing anti-Hungarian mayor of 
the Transylvanian city of Qoj and 
candidate of the nationalist 
Romanian National Unity Party 
(RNUP). 

— Ion Minzdtu, 60, a physicist 
from Transylvania and the leader 
of the right-wing Republic Party. 

— Mfrcea Drue, 51, opposition 
leader of the ndghbouring ex- 
Soviet Republic of Moldova, 
once mostly Romanian territory. 


Navy ships steam toward Miami with huge relief supplies 


MIAMI (AP) — A convoy of 
navy ships steamed toward 
Miami Monday with heavy-duty 
relief supplies, and authorities 
feared traffic jams as many 
businesses called employees back 
to work for toe fim time since 
hurricane Andrew. 

Sites were cleared for toe 
army’s long-promised tent cities, 
most public transportation was 
set to resume, and authorities 
fitted their order to bofl drinking 
water. 

But health fears remained as 
uncollected garbage rotted in the 
open air, mosquitoes swarmed 
over toe soggy ground, and about 


Andrew smashed through south 
Florida. 

On Sunday, residents ran to 
meet aid trucks on toe lawn of a 
shattered elementary school in 
South Miami Heights, grabbing- 
for soch items as flashlights, baity 


formula and can openers. 

Tbe USS Sena, a destroyer 
tender from Charleston, carrying 
15 tonnes of took and a crew erf 
1, 000, was expected to arrive at 
daybreak . Three other navy ships 
were to arrive later in the day, 
abd a fifth was expected Tuesday. 

Tbe ships were carrying 2,000 
tonnes of refief supplies, indod- 
ing frozen, chilled and dried 
food, helicopters, construction 
vehicles, portable water tanks, 
generators, welding equipment, 
lumber, linen, heavy plastics, 
.tools and an amphibious con- 
struction battalion of 120 people. 

Many residents were expected 
to return to work Monday for the 
first time smee tbe storm, driving 
on streets that still lack traffic 
sign als and signs. 

“Rush hour in Miami ... it’s 
manor disaster when everything is 
functioning,” said detective 
■Donald Blocker of Metro-Dade 


Police. “It’s going to be a 
problem.” 

Florida City-, one of the har- 
dest-hit towns nearly 30 miles (50 
kilometres) south erf Miami, still 
hadn’t received toe . pranked amy 
tents to house op to 2^00 home- 
less Sunday. Workers finished 
bulldozing a campsite and waited 
impatiently. 

Andrew left about 180,000 
people without shelter and 
earned damage estimated as high 
as 20 billion. Officials said at least 
63,000 homes were destroyed, 
and more than 600,000 people 
still had do power. - 

Tbe munber of deaths blamed 
on Andrew in Florida, Louisiana 
and the Bahamas rose to 35 Sun- 
day. A 9-year-old girl died from 
injuries suffered during a bouse 
fire caused by a candle, and a 
man toed after befog hit in toe 
head by a tree Tuesday while 
cleaning up debris. 

Residents prayed Sunday in toe 


sunlight streaming through dam- - 
aged church roofs. One service 
was held at a stadium in homes- 
tead, where National Guard Cha- 
plain Matthew Cox preached 
from behind home plate to about 
40 soldiers. 

“Louisiana residents also 
prayed in makeshift accommoda- 
tions. And relief centre reported 
that appointments had been 
booked through Wednesday to 
file applications for checks for 
rent, groceries, new clothing, 
emergency home repairs, trans- 
portation, household hems, pre- 
scription drags and work sup- 
plies. 

Firefighters in one Louisiana 
town held a “reverse march gras 
parade.” Instead of grabbing 
trinkets from tbe marchers, resi- 
dents gave them relief supplies, 
including firing room sets, televi- 
sions, shoes, toys and colouring 
bodies. 


Clinton opens air wars with promise of S million jobs 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (AP) 
— Democrat Bill Clinton opens 
toe television ad wars of the fall 
presidential race with a commer- 
cial pledging to create 8 million 
jobs, bat Republicans say the 
Spot lades “truth in advertising.” 

Qinton’s campaign released a 
60-second commercial Sunday 
that is set to begin airing Monday 
in several targeted states. It 
poshes his achievements as 
Arkansas governor and says tbe 
Democratic nominee’s econom i c 
strategy would create 8 mfllkm 
new jobs in tbe first four years. 

Mr. Clinton was scheduled to 
wort on state business Monday in 
Little Rock. Running mate AJ 
Gore had campaign stops in vote- 
rich California. President George 
Bush was staying at the White 
House to keep abreast of hurri- 
cane Andrew recovery efforts 
and Vice President Dan Quayle 
was beaded south for a visit to a 
space fadfity in Alabama. 

Campaigning Sunday in Mon- 
terrey, California, Sen. Gore said 


toe White Moose could not be 
trusted on toe environment be- 
cause Mr. Bush has appointed 
people willing to “ravage and 
exploit” natural resources. 

In another development, tbe 
Bush-Quayle campaign late Sun- 
day charged that under Mr. Clin- 
ton’s leadership, Arkansas for 
more than six and a half years 
taxed food stamp purchases by 
poor people. 

“What made governor ’people 
first* stop faxing food stamps?” 
Asked deputy campaign manager 
M»y Matafin. “He didn’t want to 
The federal government forced 
him to.” 

Mr. Clinton spokeswoman 
Avis Lavclle did not dispute the 
assertion, but charged die Bush 
campaign was trying to “mislead” 
voters and cast ft as though Mr. 
Cfinton had started the tax. AH 
food in Arkansas fell under y f gte 
taxes long before he took office, 
she said. 

The Bush-Quayle rejection 
team said the Democrats’ jobs 


pledge in 1 the new broadcast 
advertisement “flies in toe face of 
reality.” 

“He has absolutely promised 
$150 billion in new tares and $220 
bflHon m additional government 
spending, which will wipe out 
jobs, rather than create them,” 
said Tone Clarke, a spokes- 
woman for President Bush’s 
rejection campaign. 

The 8 mflUon jobs promised in 
the- spot is & new figure for the 
Cfinton campaig n, fa the past, 
Mr. Clinton has said Us plan to 
invest $20 billion in roads, 
bridges and other projects would 
create 1 million jobs a year. 

Mr. Clinton's communications 
(Erector, George Stephano- 
poulos, said the 8 mini on figure 
comes from go v er nm ent predic- 
tions of bbw modi new employ- 
ment would come from defence 
conversion, investment credits 
for businesses and investment m 
roads, bridges and other projects. 

However, Ms. Qarke said that 
“Mr. Clinton's defence cuts 1 — 


which are double Mr. Bush’s — 
would cost 1 mJDioo jobs and his 
health care plan would cost' 
another 700,000. Tax increases 
on business would wipe out 
another 300,000, she said. 

Ms. Clarke said it was credible 
for Bush to criticise Mr. Clinton’s 
pledge — even though Mr. Bush 
has fallen way short in his 1968 
pledge to create 15 million jobs iu 
the first term — became Mr. 
Clinton’s economic plan won’t 
work. 

Apart from the unveiling of 
Mr. Oratim’s new ad, toe cam- 
paign *92 rhetoric was mostly 
confined to toe television studio 
Sunday as Mr. Quayle and Sen. 
Gore argued over taxes. 

Mr. Quayle continued a f amil - 
iar Republican refrain, claiming 
that Mr. Clinton “is for raising 
taxes.” Sen. Gore returned the 
fire, renewing Democratic 
accusations that the Republicans 
are distorting Mr. Qmton's re- 
cord. 


Sydney Tunnel 
opens to ease traffic 

SYDNEY (AP) — Sydney resi- 
dents love the harbour that places 
Australia's largest city among the 
world’s most beautiful But many 
loathe crossing it Traffic chokes 
the 60-year-old Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. A leisurely ferry trip is 
too slow for rushed conmwters- 
CSty authorities hope congestion 
win ease with Monday's opening 
of a four-lane tunnel stretching 
along the harbour’s muddy bot- 
tom. More than 100 cars were 
fined .op on each side of the 
tunnel to be toe first through at 3 
a.m. by 1 p.m., about 32,000 cars 
had used tbe tunnel. A motorcy- 
cle and several cars sneaked 
through before toe link officially 


who is campaigning for Moldo- 
va’s unification with Romania. 

.Ten would-be candidates had 
to drop out of the campaign after 
fading to collect a mandatory 
minimum 100,000 signatures of 
support before a registration 
expired last weekend. 

State television and radio will 
start running a series of lengthy 
electoral broadcasts by the six 
this week. 

If nobody wins the necessary 50 
per cent, tbe election could go 
into a second round run-off con- 
test between two leading candi- 
dates. 

The country of 23 million peo- 
ple is patting its young democracy 
to a vital test. Western nations 
including toe United States have 
said they win release substantial 
trade and financial assistance to 
Romania if .toe elections are free 
and fur. 

Romania emerged from 45 
years of Communist totalitarian 
rale in December 1989, when 
Stalinist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu was overthrown and 
executed in a bloody revolution 
winch brought Mr. Iliescu and his 
NSF to power. 

The first Democratic elections 
in May 1990 were marred by 
riofenoe, often blamed by tbe 
opposition on Iliescu and other 
former Communists who dung to 
high office. 


the first paying car was 87-year- | 
old Isabelle B re inner, who was in ! 
the second car to cross the Har- ■ 
boor Bridge when it opened in 
1932. 

Swedish au pair 
deported for 
being wrong sex 

LONDON (AP) — A Swedish 
youth cannot work as a live-in 
child minder in Britain because „ 
be is male, tbe home office said > 
Sunday, ordering the 19-year-old 
to leave. An au pair must be “an 
unmarried girl aged 17-27, inclu- 
sive, without dependents," 
according to immig ration rules, a 
Home Office spokesman said, 
speaking on condition qf anony- 
mity. Johan Egelstedt, 19. does 
not qualify, ana must leave Eng- 
land. “I was amazed, breatfr- 
takingly staggered by them saying 
that we couldn’t have a male an 
pair,” said lam Baugban, who 
had hired Egelstedt to watch his 
four children. The Equal Oppor- ■<< _ 
tuoities Commission, in .a state- 
ment, expressed concern of sex- 
ual discrimination. But the Home 
Office spokesman defended the 
policy, saying exceptions could 
lead to abuse. 

Indian state ? 

orders probe into 
village hysteria 

NEW DELHI (R) — Psycholog- 
ists have been sent to a village m 
northeast India to investigate hys- 
terical singing, dancing and 
crying by residents, a domestic > 
news agency said. The United 
Nears of India quoted Tripura 
state Health Services Director 
K.L. Roy as saying some people 
in Garo Para village, about 100 
kilometres from toe state capital 
Agartala, had been behaving 
abnormally for several days. 
They would sing, dance and cry 
until exhausted as though 
affected by mass hysteria an d tms 
had forced normal people to flee 
the village in panic, Mr. Roy said. 

He said two psydiologisc had 
been sent jto the village to investi- 
gate and report. 

London’s street 
carnival gets off 
to damp start 

LONDON (R) — Children in . 
gaudy fancy dress shivered and 
danced their way through squal- 
ly showers in London Sunday to 
open Europe’s biggest street car- 
nival. Storms which uprooted 
trees and shattered windows in 
parts of tbe city overnight kept 
many potential party-goers away 
from tbe first day of the annual 
festival in the western district of 
Notti ng Hill. But a thin gathering 
of determined revellers lined the 
streets, bobbing to music and 
blowing on whistles for the 27th 
Notting Hill Carnival, an exuber- 
ant celebration of tbe culture of 
the neighbourhood’s large Carib- 
bean community. Londoners of 
all backgrounds traditionally 
“ oc * to the festival to drink beer, 
smoke marijuana cigarettes and 
to a mixture of modem 
disco rhythms and traditional 
steel bands. 

Pet dog follows 
master to prison, 
waits for release 

DHAKA (AP) — A pet dog 
swam three rivers, walked eight 
piles (13 kOometres) and: then 
k«rt a week’s vigil outside' a jail 
where his master was imprisoned! 
a newspaper said. When Sohrab 
Ah was arrested, Ali’s dog swam ^ 
behind the boat that ferried him *9 
across the first river to prison, 
said the independent Sangbad 
newspaper. The boatman, trying 
to drive the dog away, Mt him on 
toe h ead with an oar but be kept 
swimming. At the prison, tbe (fog 
waited at the gate until Ids owner . 
was released from a one-week 
sente** on An*. 21, the paper 
reported. “The dbg often used to 
cry outside the gate, bat it would 
wag its tail in joy when his master 
would send it half Ids prison 
food,” the newspaper said The 
dog, whose name was not given, . 
baricedin joy and hckedAn? feet 


for critically wounding a neigh- j 
hour in a land, dispute in 'fas * 
remote village of Nakla in Sher- 
per district, 130 kilometres north- 
west of Dhaka, die paper said. 


